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As the impacts on planning of the Budget are digested by councils, campaigners and communities,
the government has told planners that Greg Clark’s Budget day statement on prioritising growth
must be a material planning consideration. As localism is unwound—or at least wounded—>by its
creators, the letter draws particular note to Clark’s threat to overrule local planning decisions if they
block growth (page 2). There is better news with a court ruling that makes the demolition of historic
buildings more difficult (page 4). The government is also removing ‘energy from waste’ from the
waste hierarchy specified in PPS10 (page 10), a move that could help slow the rush to incineration.

As the government named the first communities to trial neighbourhood plans, the TCPA has
published a simplistic guide for communities (page 3). One has to wonder if neighbourhood plans
will ever succeed if bodies like the TCPA feel the need to talk down to communities about planning.
But the reputation of planners and planning has plummeted to a miserable all time low as David
Cameron blasted planners as “enemies of enterprise” and Eric Pickles wantonly condemned the
planning system for being the drag anchor to growth (page 4).

Events at Fukushima have triggered a rapid reappraisal of nuclear power worldwide (page 10). But
even as the full implications of events in Japan remain unclear, environmental pundit George
Monbiot has come out as an advocate of nuclear power. With many environmental celebrities now
championing nuclear power, perhaps it will not be long before the mainstream environmental
campaign groups follow? Chris Huhne told CPRE that it is inescapable that to accommodate
renewable energy “our landscape will change again, just as it did during previous industrial
revolutions” (page 9). What is best for the landscape & communities? Nuclear or wind? The Huhne
debate is open for your comments at http:/ /cpredebates.wordpress.com/

Andy Boddington, Editor
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The Localism Bill

This section updates our previous Localism eBulletins:

i The Budget: Planning and Localism Special (27 March 2011)
i Update on the Localism Bill (5 February 2011)

i The Localism Bill (14 December 2010)

1. The Budget and Localism

Growth agenda “is material consi deration” . The government has written to planners detailing
some of the changes to the planning regime announced in the budget and instructing them that
Greg Clark’s statement on 23 March is a material consideration in planning matters. That
statement makes growth the overriding priority for planning matters and the government letter
repeats Clark’s threat that ministers will overturn local decisions if they are deemed to block
growth (http://bit.ly/fmkc6u). Richard McCarthy, director general at Communities and Local
Government told Planning that the presumption in favour of sustainable development was
intended to act as a means of forcing local authorities to get on with developing local plans. He
said: “The presumption creates a bit of a push factor. You want to shape your place? You want to
determine how development is going to occur? Get on and plan.” He said: “We’re not looking to
centralise planning decisions... We want people to feel a sense of responsibility, a sense of control,
a sense of reward about how they run the planning system at a local level” (http://bit.ly/eksIgN).

Land auctions . Pilot schemes in which public land with planning permission is auctioned off to
developers in a bid to encourage development are unlikely to be in operation for at least a year,
the Treasury said (Planning: http://bit.ly/dWF6QA).

Enterprise zones . Engineers have called for the whole of Wales to be made an enterprise zone
(Construction Index: http://bit.ly/dXS345). “The closer the EZ plan is looked at, the more it
seems designed just to distract us from budget cuts”, says David Marlow, chief executive of Third
Life Economics (Guardian: http://bit.ly/gBiOeo). Arguments are building as different areas of the
South East compete for enterprise zones. Thanet South MP Laura Sandys continues to press the
case for Thanet and Sandwich: “We are campaigning to get this status in Sandwich and up as far
as Manston” (Kent Online: http://bit.ly/dKemej; TI Kent: http://bit.ly/hw36Cs).

Environmental Reaction. CPRE Protect Kent said it had concerns about the new presumption in
favour of ‘sustainable development’ saying it appears at odds with the government’s promise of
more community involvement. Deputy director Sean Furey said: “One of the interesting things is
the split in Government policy—that this flies in the face of what they have previously been saying
about localism and giving people more of a say, but the Chancellor wants to allow anything to be
built as long as it helps growth and jobs” (Kent News: http://bit.ly/iSNXU2).

Political Reaction . Labour shadow communities secretary Caroline Flint “sounded the death
knell of localism” (Planning: http://bit.ly/gGNqgg8). Danny Alexander, chief secretary to the
Treasury hit back saying the pro-growth measures outlined in last week’s Budget are
incompatible with the coalition’s localism agenda (Planning: http://bit.ly/dMTKrg).

Planning Lobby Reaction . Planners lined up to condemn the Budget proposals. Gary Porter of
the LGA’s environment and housing board said: “It is important that any changes... give councils
more flexibility, not less, and do not fly in the face of localism. This should not be a case of
replacing one ‘one-size-fits-all’ approach imposed by the government with another.” Richard
Summers of the RTPI said: “If sweeping changes announced to the planning system result in the
default position being ‘yes’ to development, then there is real danger that within a decade, we will
end up with an England of tin sheds, Legoland housing and US-style shopping malls. Where will
the incentive be for developers to address climate change, environmental protection, design
quality and affordable housing” (LocalGov: http://bit.ly/dGQJyu). The TCPA said: “If we are
serious about returning power to local communities then we must ensure that relaxing rules
about changing land use without prior consultation does not undermine people’s ability to shape
the places in which they live” (http://bit.ly/fUaLyX).
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2. Localism Bill

Public Bill Committee. CPRE Protect Kent and the Kent Federation of Amenity Societies have
made a joint submission to the Public Bill Committee. They welcome the shift of power to local
communities, but say it will be a major culture change that needs to be properly resourced.
Neighbourhood plans are welcome but need to be simple and accessible, and also need to be legal
planning documents. They call for a change to the Bill to require retrospective planning
permission before enforcement (PBC: http://bit.ly/gD4Yha).

Bill progress. No major amendments to the planning elements of the bill were made during the
examination by the Public Bill Committee, which is now complete (PBC amendments:
http://bit.ly/fzm1rd). A date for the Report Stage of the Bill has yet to be set and it will now be
after Easter. It is expected that a number of amendments will be introduced at this stage,
including a strengthening of the duty to cooperate between planning authorities; a presumption of
sustainable development; the opportunity for businesses to develop neighbourhood plans; and a
raising of the minimum number of participants in neighbourhood plan making (currently set at
just three people).

Abolition of RSS.  The Commons Communities and Local Government Committee said the
abolition of regional spatial planning strategies leaves a vacuum at the heart of the English
planning system which could have profound social, economic and environmental consequences
for many years. “This is giving rise to an inertia that is likely to hinder development—making it
much harder to deliver necessary but controversial or emotive larger than local’ facilities—such
as waste disposal sites, mineral workings or sites for gypsies and travellers. It will also make it
more difficult to ensure that our national need for new housing is met” (http://bit.ly/ghOTRo).
The Committee also urged the government to include a new obligation on planning authorities to
work on larger-than-local planning across neighbouring authorities (Planning Portal:

http:/ /bit.ly/i2fVtm).

The Environmental Audit Committee told the government it should legislate a commitment to
sustainable development: “The Localism Bill must provide a statutory duty to apply the principles
of sustainability in the planning system and... provide a commitment to define the term
sustainable development in the planning context. The Bill should include the five internationally
recognised principles of sustainable development as set out in the 2005 Sustainable Development
Strategy.” It also worried that the bill was not strong enough on monitoring the cumulative
impacts of local planning decisions (http://bit.ly/g85Ifk).

3. Neighbourhood Plans

Trial plans. Decentralisation Minister Greg Clark announced the seventeen communities to
spearhead a trial of neighbourhood plans. The mix of cities, urban and rural areas includes
Banbury, Bray and Ringmer in the South East (CLG: http://bit.ly/dECFII).

Guide . The Town and Country Planning Association has launched a basic guide intended to help
communities get to grips with local plans. Announcing “planning is simply about where stuff
goes”, it is almost disparaging on community involvement with Local Development Framework
plans, stressing that people “will have to read the council’s draft Plan” and “you will need to make
your points ‘in writing’ ” (http:/ /bit.ly/fgeMtX).

The Environmental Audit Committee said neighbourhood plans “could favour those who have
more time and money to spend on influencing these processes, and could therefore disadvantage
those that do not.” It is also concerned that “none of the duties placed upon local planning
authorities in relation to sustainable development and climate change would apply to the
neighbourhood planning processes” (EAC: http://bit.ly/g85Ifk).
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Planning and Housing
4. Planning

Demolitions “need planning permission”. Following a battle between SAVE and the government
the Court of Appeal has ruled that the “demolition of a listed building, a building in a
conservation area, a building which is a scheduled monument, or a building that is not a dwelling

”

house or adjoining a dwelling house is now ‘development” and requires planning permission. The
court also ruled that demolition comes within the definition of the Environmental Impact Directive
and environmental impact assessments may be required. It seems that the government is not to

challenge the decision (Inside Housing: http://bit.ly/hMdwOx; CLG: http://bit.ly/fskjjM).

Planning “drag anchor to growth” . Speaking to the CBI, Eric Pickles defended his policies. “I
know some people are sceptical about localism. Some even argue that growth is incompatible with
localism. But my answer is—was centralisation such a great success?” He attacked the planning
system “The planning system should act as a driver for growth. But... it’s the drag anchor to
growth. How many proposals disappear into the planning system, never to be seen again?... Let’s
be clear, democracy must not, does not, come at the cost of delays” (CLG: http://bit.ly/fd3aWe).
In a Conservative Party speech, David Cameron listed planners among his “enemies of enterprise”
(Guardian: http://bit.ly/gYTqZh).

National Policy Statements . The Water Supply NPS may be abandoned now that plans for the
Upper Thames Reservoir have been rejected and the Nuclear Power NPS is likely to be delayed
after Fukushima (Angus Walker: http://bit.ly/eaZgf0).

S106 agreements . Grant Shapps has told local authorities to renegotiate S106 agreements where
development is not proceeding (LocalGov: http:/ /bit.ly/fsb2xZ; Bloomberg: http://bit.ly/hikYXb).

Planning management changes. The government has established the National Planning
Casework Unit (NPCU) in Birmingham to take over planning casework previously dealt with by
Regional Government Offices (Planning Portal: http://bit.ly/f8xgfR). Sir Michael Pitt, currently
Chair of the Infrastructure Planning Commission will become Chief Executive of the Planning
Inspectorate on 1 April (Planning Portal: http://bit.ly/eSuGFI). Planning minister Bob Neill has
withdrawn guidance on monitoring local plans saying its up for local authorities to decide on
monitoring arrangements. CLG will also no longer monitor progress of local plan development
(http://bit.ly /hIckKf).

Design . Following its takeover of CABE, the Design Council is to review the future of CABE’s
praised design review service, including “new market models for design reviews” (Planning:
http://bit.ly/ib2c8g). Housing minister Grant Shapps warned architects and housebuilders
against constructing “bog standard, Identikit Legoland homes” (LocalGov: http://bit.ly/f1Hcsl).

Around the South East . Ashford’s Future Company has been wound up, passing the growth
strategy to local politicians (Kent News: http://bit.ly/g7VXO0J). Oxford City’s Core Strategy has
been adopted and CPRE Oxfordshire has said it will fight against development in the green belt
north of the city (CPRE Oxon: http://bit.ly/iaWHigq).

5. The Budget and Housing

Buy to let boosted. The Chancellor had little new to say on housing though the Budget report

announced a major boost for buy to let property companies:

i Companies buying housing in bulk will pay significantly less in stamp duty and the housing
industry is predicting a major boost in buy to let (Telegraph: http://bit.ly/ec44qy).

i The government is to work with local authorities to expedite planning decisions for surplus

military land and other public sites suitable for testing ‘build now, pay later’ techniques to
quicken delivery of up to 20,000 new homes by 2014-15.

i A new shared equity scheme, First Buy, will be available for first-time buyers who want to
purchase a newly built property.
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Budget Demolishes Zero Carbon Homes . Zero no longer means zero in the case of zero carbon
housing. Page 121 of the Plan for Growth limits the definition of zero carbon to “carbon dioxide
emissions that are covered by Building Regulations.” This means that heating, fixed lighting, hot
water and building services are included in the definition, but emissions produced by cooking and
electrical appliances are excluded. Previously, housebuilders would have been required to fund
renewable energy projects to offset emissions from these appliances. The Zero Carbon Hub said
cautiously that the change “will certainly divide opinion” (http://bit.ly/fuxU9H; Independent:
http://ind.pn/g8BRQD). Paul King, chief executive of the UK Green Building Council, said that
he was shocked by the policy change: “A zero carbon home will no longer do what it says on the
tin” (Building: http://bit.ly/gIS0Jy). Environmental charity WWF-UK resigned from the zero-
carbon taskforce saying “it is a shattering blow... that the government has taken a decision to
undermine both climate and housing legislation” (24dash: http://bit.ly/ffmxoM).

6. Eco Housing

Eco Towns . Bicester eco-town has been criticised by campaigners and councils for a lack of
biodiversity, no green jobs and too much car parking for it to be considered eco-friendly. Alan
Jones of CPRE Oxfordshire said: “I think it has yet to prove its credentials... I think the aspiration
is right, but we are concerned about the way it’s shaping up at the moment” (Oxford Mail:
http://bit.ly/hVBz0a). In one of its last reports, CABE refused to support the proposal: “It is
disappointing that the eco-credentials of the scheme are limited and that there is little deviation
from the standard suburban housing model. We would expect to see a proposal that captures the
essential aspirations of an eco-town: the current proposals fall short of that mark” (CABE:

http:/ /bit.ly/elGyyl). An alternative view: “Green dream lives on: A savvy breed of developers are
breaking ground on sustainable communities” (Independent: http://ind.pn/gi06gv).

Eco housing. The Green Deal energy efficiency scheme is only likely to reduce carbon emissions
from social housing by 4% by 2020, a study for the National Housing Federation found (Inside
Housing: http:/ /bit.ly/f5C8jo).

7. Affordable and Rural Housing

Rural housing.  The Rural Alliance, a group of over 40 housing associations with stock in rural
areas, has produced a six-point pledge, which includes: promises to give qualifying local people in
housing need first priority for every home; ensuring that affordable homes always remain
affordable; and working closely with the local community and parish council when finding a site
for development (Inside Housing: http://bit.ly/eTt801; Politics: http:/ /bit.ly/hsiqCj).

Affordable Housing supply. The coalition government is set to deliver an average of 34,000
affordable homes a year in England until 2015, more than at any time in the last 20 years (Inside
Housing: http:/ /bit.ly/dTAxZe). The Institute of Public Policy Research claimed that England will
have 750,000 fewer homes than it needs by 2025, if the government’s projections for household
growth are accurate and housing supply continues at the rate seen over the last 20 years.
215,373 households in the South East (6.2%) are on the waiting list, but the increase in demand
will not grow as much as in the East Midlands, South West, and Yorkshire and Humber (Inside
Housing: http:/ /bit.ly/galGXe; Report: http:/ /bit.ly/ffOA20).

Landscap e and Environment
8. Forest Sell Off

15% sell off back on. Caroline Spelman told the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs Committee
that 15% of forests will still be sold despite her climb down last month. She said once protection
for access and other benefits of woodland had been addressed, “the planned sales will be in a
position to resume within the period of the spending review.” She added: “We await of course the
outcome of the independent panel in terms of finding ways to provide better protection for access
and other public benefits, and if they’re successful in doing that they will presumably recommend
we resume on a better more protected basis.” Spelman and her civil servants would not reveal
whether the Forestry Commission was in favour of the sale (Independent: http://ind.pn/fafMTI;
http://ind.pn/hfPrtO; Politics: http://bit.ly/fbmg8a; EFRA: http:/ /bit.ly /ikdRzi).
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The Review Panel . The panel members are: Chairman—Right Reverend James Jones: Bishop of
Liverpool and WWF Ambassador; Shireen Chambers: Institute of Chartered Foresters; Dr Mike
Clarke: RSPB; Tom Franklin: Ramblers; Stuart Goodall: Confederation of Forest Industries;
Stephanie Hilborne: Wildlife Trusts; Sue Holden: Woodland Trust; Dr Alan Knight: Single Planet
Living; Dame Fiona Reynolds: National Trust; Sir Harry Studholme: Forestry Commissioner; John
Varley: Clinton Devon Estates; William Worsley: Country Land and Business Association (Defra:
http:/ /bit.ly/fff BGF; Grough: http://bit.ly/gDu86J). Sue Holden said the panel would only work
if the government actually planned to listen: “the panel needs to be bold and not be a talking
shop”. CPRE said the commission was “a real opportunity to understand the value the public
place on woodlands” before determining the future of the public forest estate (ePolitix:
http://bit.ly/fR9rvR). New Forest groups expressed disappointment in the membership of the
Committee (Salisbury Journal: http://bit.ly/eeHXZ7). A demand from the Forest Campaigns
Network for a seat on the panel was overlooked (http://bit.ly/gINIjA).

Panel tests . The Woodland Trust set out six tests as a measure of success for the panel and for
the government. The panel should:

i build on the previous reviews of forestry policy and not attempt to reinvent the wheel
i be bold and decisive in its recommendations and set an agenda for change

i focus its attention on the areas where public passions and concerns were raised during the
abandoned public consultation, such as access and protection of ancient woods.

The government should:
i provide an in-depth response to the panel’s recommendations
i not use the panel as a reason to delay current commitments to action

i other government departments such as DCLG must buy into the recommendations.

Motorbike enthusiasts are lobbying to preserve motorcycle sport on Forestry Commission land
(ACU: http://bit.ly/empngS).
9. Landscape

Green belts . An OECD study says that in England green belts “constitute a major obstacle to
development around cities, where housing is often needed. Replacing green belts with land-use
restrictions that better reflect environmental designations would free up land for housing, while
preserving the environment” (PJSA: http://bit.ly/eyM3P5; Report: http://bit.ly/evsx3W).

The South Downs National Park has formally come into being, 64 years after being
recommended by an official report (Telegraph: http://bit.ly/gugFaT; BBC: http://bbc.in/ednEvY).

Uplands . Caroline Spelman announced a £26million package of measures aimed at supporting
England’s hill farmers, including promoting rural tourism and a £20m Community Broadband
Fund to bring high-speed service to pilot areas. CPRE welcomed the package (FWI:
http://bit.ly/hUtMKr; Grough: http://bit.ly/gx7Aco; Telegraph: http://bit.ly/dKCJe2; CPRE:
http:/ /bit.ly/eobSK1; Defra: http:/ /bit.ly/dGoguZ).

Land use . An EU study on land-cover change in Europe from 2000-2006 shows that growth in
built-up areas and forest land is leading to a continued loss of agricultural land, but the study
excludes the UK for which data is not yet available (http://bit.ly/hOqvOn).

British Waterways. Defra is consulting on the new charity which will manage British Waterways
(Closing date 30 June: http://bit.ly/eOnjX0; http://bit.ly/h3R3Kp).

Heritage . English Heritage is embarking on research which will reveal how much of our industrial
heritage is at risk of neglect, decay or even demolition (Past Horizons: http://bit.ly/fTsSpp; EH:
http://bit.ly/gSBckp). It has also published a useful guide to heritage and community-led
planning in the countryside (HELM: http://bit.ly/eOTQbA). The Society for the Protection of
Ancient Buildings says the techniques for assessing the efficiency of buildings for Energy
Performance Certificates are underestimating the energy efficiency of older homes, leading to
people to making damaging improvements (Telegraph: http://bit.ly/gZTZgy; http:/ /bit.ly/{r84zL).
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Litter . The LGA is calling on the government to toughen up the Localism Bill to make the
registered keeper of a car liable for littering offences in the same way they are for fly-tipping (LGC:
http:/ /bit.ly/enOarO). Southampton’s most prolific fly tipper has been sentenced to gaol (Daily
Echo: http:/ /bit.ly/gZFGpJ). 57 bags of litter around St Martha’s Hill near Guildford were
collected as part of a blitz by CPRE Surrey (BBC: http://bbc.in/i7RsgW).

Coastal Path. Proposals for first stretch of England Coast Path along 30Km of coast at Weymouth
Bay in Dorset have been submitted to Caroline Spelman and are subject to consultation (Natural
England: http://bit.ly/epmjTa).

Transport
10. High Speed 2

Consultation . The Department for Transport launched its consultation into the controversial
route (Deadline: 29 July 2011; http://highspeedrail.dft.gov.uk/). Transport Minister Phil
Hammond said: “We have before us a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, an opportunity to reshape
our economic geography... No final decisions will be taken until everybody has had the chance to
have their say.” He said the second phase of the 250mph network could open in 2032 linking
Manchester and Leeds to Paris in under four hours (Independent: http://ind.pn/hhQkcM;
Guardian: http://bit.ly/dICKsF). CPRE called the consultation a train wreck: “we are stuck with
something that belongs in the Victorian era: a take it or leave it consultation into a single route
option, which the Government has already made up its mind to favour” (http://bit.ly/f6Qsu?7).

Politics . The House of Commons Transport Committee has decided to undertake an inquiry into
the strategic case for High Speed Rail. (Submissions by 16 May: http://bit.ly/hRAm2s). Phil
Hammond condemned protestors saying: “There is not much more to their argument than
Nimbyism.” Ralph Smyth of CPRE retorted: “It is completely wrong that this is Nimbyism. If you
are spending £33billion it shouldn’t just be carbon neutral, it should be positively green” (Metro:
http://bit.ly/gNjrSM). Hammond promised that towns such as Milton Keynes, Northampton and
Rugby could become much better connected to London if HS2 is built freeing track capacity for
commuter trains (NDS: http://bit.ly/gSsJdgp). In a 90 minute adjournment debate—almost wholly
critical of the proposals—Steve Baker MP for Wycombe questioned why the line should run
through Buckinghamshire and the Chilterns AONB in particular. He said: “HS2 should certainly
not be driven through Buckinghamshire, where it would have an egregious effect on some of our
finest countryside, but it is not clear at all that HS2 should be driven through any part of our
country” (Hansard: http://bit.ly/hvZHIB; Birmingham Post: http://bit.ly/eQBGIw).

Campaigning and Councils . Staffordshire County Council has voted to oppose the plan because
the business case is flawed (Telegraph: http://bit.ly/gGcJcQ). Labour and Liberal Democrats in
Camden united against the plans (CNJ: http:/ /bit.ly/dGRZjC). The Sustainable Development
Commission said spending the money on local transport projects would yield greater benefits than
High Speed 2 (LocalGov: http://bit.ly/htLRhS5). Buckinghamshire Chamber of Commerce voted
overwhelmingly against HS2 (BFP: http:/ /bit.ly/gmillw). A new campaigning group Yes to High
Speed Rail’ has been launched. Its campaign director is David Begg, who chaired the former
Commission for Integrated Transport (Rail News: http://bit.ly/fKoXbu). Rail champion Christian
Wolmar said: “Even I have to recognise the compelling evidence that the scheme cannot be
justified” (Daily Mail: http://bit.ly/eh8FrH).

Environment . The Woodland Trust expressed concerns over the potential loss of at least 21
ancient woodlands along the route, saying: “we need to question whether the UK even has the
kind of topography to accommodate high speed trains without substantial damage to our natural
environment” (http://bit.ly/fT8v3n). If the new line succeeds in curbing domestic flights, highly
coveted slots at Heathrow will instead be used for longer flights overseas with greater CO2
emissions. Nigel Milton of BAA said: “No sensible, well-informed person still seriously pretends
HS2 is a green alternative to a third runway. The question now is given no third runway, how we
can maximise the effectiveness of our limited capacity at Heathrow. That means more long-haul
flights” (ENDS: http://bit.ly/faGpg4).
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Noise. The government is attempting to reassure people over the noise levels from the planned
HS2, with a display that will tour the route until June. Transport Secretary Philip Hammond said:
“Unless you are listening for it, you don’t hear it. The train does not particularly stand out, which
is different from what people have been led to expect.” Campaigners say the noise from the trains
S0 metres from the track will be between 95 & 97 decibels every two minutes if the line runs at
capacity (BBC: http://bbc.in/gTEiyl; Guardian: http://bit.ly/h3LvlT; Guardian with noise demo:
http:/ /bit.ly/hikYXb; Daily Mail: http:/ /bit.ly/e8SzVC).

11. Other Transport

Aviation. The Department for Transport set out plans to draw up a long-term UK aviation
strategy that both “takes account of the positive and negative impacts of aviation” and “integrates
aviation policy with wider Government objectives such as delivering economic growth, combating
climate change and protecting the local environment”. Transport secretary Phil Hammond said:
“Aviation is a crucial part of this country’s transport infrastructure and should be allowed to
grow, prosper and support wider economic growth. But we are not prepared to support this
growth at any price—the environmental impacts of flying—both local and global—must be
addressed.” The Framework replaces plans for an airports National Policy Statement (Deadline: 30
September 2011. Dft: http://bit.ly/hfAgjv). A study in nature says aircraft contrails “may be
causing more climate warming today than all the carbon dioxide emitted by aircraft since the start
of aviation” (Climate Progress: http://bit.ly/gle64y).

Lydd Airport . As the public inquiry continued, an expert for the airport denounced RSPB claims
about noise, saying that only three houses will be affected. CPRE Protect Kent’s Richard Knox-
Johnston “locked horns” with the QC for the airport over submission of late documents to the
enquiry (TI Kent: http:/ /bit.ly/gYGywt; CPRE Kent: http://bit.ly/glSg3X).

Roads . The government is proposing a two metre increase in the length of articulated lorries while
keeping the existing weight limit of 44 tonnes (closing date 21 June: http://bit.ly/hE8mGw;
http://bit.ly/hNloxz). EU drivers are reported to be ready to accept slower travel times to save fuel
and lower emissions (EEA: http://bit.ly/e7Hrm6). Our car dependency in the UK is contributing
to substantial inequality, the Sustainable Development Commission said. Its report, Fairness in a
Car Dependent Society, said that vulnerable groups travel less than other people and carry a
greater burden of the costs of other people’s travel, including air pollution, noise, traffic danger
and injury. Andrew Lee, the commission’s director, said: “Too much is being spent on big vanity
projects, such as High Speed 2, and not enough on local schemes that will offer practical benefits
in people’s daily lives” (http://bit.ly/el7Roy; Chiltern Society: http:/ /bit.ly/fH6Aym).

Energy, Water and Waste
12. The Budget

Carbon Price. Britain will become the first country in the world to introduce a carbon price floor
George Osborne said: “Investment in green energy will never be certain unless we bring some
stability to the price of carbon.” The price will start at around £16 per tonne of carbon dioxide in
2013, and move to a target price of £30 per tonne in 2020 (Edie: http://bit.ly/hBr1CV).

Green Investment Bank. Only in December, Energy Secretary Chris Huhne said that “ducks
quack and banks borrow as well as lend” (Guardian: http://is.gd/jd810). However, Osborne
announced that the Green Investment Bank will not be allowed to borrow money until 2015 at the
earliest, and only then if national debt reduction targets have been met. An extra £2 billion
funded from asset sales will be added to the £1 billion already committed to the bank, which will
start operation in 2012, one year earlier than planned. Green groups said that the Green Bank is
now no more than another government grant fund (Guardian: http://bit.ly/fU7P74).

Carbon Captur e & Storage . The government reaffirmed its commitment to paying £1bn for one
CCS demonstration plant to capture and store the carbon emissions from a coal power station.
But Osborne changed the way a further three demo plants will be funded—they will now be paid
for from general spending rather than a so-called “CCS levy” on energy bills.
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13. Emissions

Renewable output falls as emissions rise . Last year onshore wind generation fell by 7.7% due to
low wind speeds, while hydro-electricity generation declined 32.4% due to low rainfall. Use of coal
and gas rose, and greenhouse gas emissions have increased by 2.8% and carbon dioxide
emissions by 3.8%. Carbon emissions from households grew 13.5% due to cold weather (Business
Green: http://bit.ly/igWZe6; DECC: http:/ /bit.ly/fzXxk9; http:/ /bit.ly/gInFud). The UK dived
from 3rd to 13th place in the international league table for investing in green growth (LocalGov:
http:/ /bit.ly/fbCeSX). The government published the UK’s first Carbon Plan in draft, outlining the
path to reaching the UK’s 2020 emissions targets (Report: http:/ /bit.ly/eBz3uo). The UK should
meet targets to reduce greenhouse gases by action at home and not by buying offsets, the
Committee on Climate Change said (Independent: http://ind.pn/h2crVq).

14. Renewable E nergy

Landscape change for energy “inescapable” . Addressing CPRE, the Secretary of State for
Energy and Climate Change Chris Huhne said that trade-offs will be needed between the long-
term survival of landscapes and the security and affordability of electricity supplies. “Sometimes,
national need will mean we have to sit down and take a tough decision about local impacts,” he
said. The Government is not going to wantonly plant wind farms across the country at random,
Huhne promised. “Wherever possible, we will make balanced decisions that take account of
landscape and environmental impact.” But he added: “The reality is that the scale of the
problem—and the potential solutions—means our landscape will change again, just as it did
during previous industrial revolutions. It is inescapable. You cannot keep things the same based
on unsustainable energy. If we are to conserve the best of our past, we have to embrace the low-
carbon future.” The debate is open for comment (CPRE: http:/ /bit.ly/eAHfjz).

Solar FiTs. Chris Huhne launched a fast track review of Feed-in Tariff payments for solar energy.
He is proposing a SOkW limit for projects and a steep reduction in the subsidy for solar
photovoltaic projects sized from 50kW to SMW. Cornwall Council, the UK leader in approving
solar farms, said the cut would prevent major investment into businesses and communities in the
county (DECC: http://bit.ly/hK6IB1; SPP: http:/ /bit.ly/fT51d6).

Heat FiTs . Huhne announced the Renewable Heat Incentive will begin with a one-off payment for
installation of renewable heat appliances in July this year. The RHI will pay households and
businesses for generating heat from ground source heat pumps and, for example, wood chip
boilers. It could also prove profitable for livestock farms (Guardian: http://bit.ly/fC0JX];
Telegraph: http:/ /bit.ly/e9FDVn; FWI: http:/ /bit.ly/gltes6; DECC: : http://bit.ly/{fLIk9i).

Wind . Plans for a 130m tall wind turbine in the green belt near Oxford have been abandoned on
grounds it would have interfered with RAF radars. Michael Tyce for CPRE Oxfordshire said: “It’s a
victory for common sense. This is an issue about the harm that would be done to the green belt
and the harm done to the historic heritage... on which Oxford’s economy largely rests” (BBC:
http://bbc.in/fG31vz; Oxford Times: http://bit.ly/eoxb3M). Councillors unexpectedly rejected
plans for a wind farm on the Isle of Purbeck (Dorset Echo: http://bit.ly/eB1Lyl).

Biofuels . The world’s largest planned wood burning plant has been given permission to increase
the emission limits for nitrous oxide, sulphur dioxide and hydrogen chloride, allowing the South
Wales development to proceed (Edie: http://bit.ly/gllo1G). A study by RSPB, Action Aid and
Nature Kenya says that use of African biofuels will result in up to six times more carbon
emissions than fossil fuels (Edie: http:/ /bit.ly/hUrcU4).

15. Nuclear

King Nuclear . Sir David King has recommended the UK continues to develop nuclear power.
“Despite the terrible events in Japan, the economic, safety and carbon case for a new nuclear
build programme in the UK has never been stronger. Currently the UK has a window of
opportunity to deal with its nuclear material and spent fuel management and to maximise the
value of its existing assets. The renaissance in new nuclear build creates an advantageous way of
using these legacy materials as fuel for new nuclear power plants” (Edie: http://bit.ly/hAjSrU;
Guardian: http:/ /bit.ly/dWEs4B; Report: http://bit.ly/f0Oc8f).
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Nuclear after Fukushima . Governments worldwide rushed to assess the safety of existing plants
and their emergency plans. There is concern in California about spent fuel being stored on the
coast. India is to strengthen its nuclear regulation. China has suspended plans for new plants
and will build more solar farms. Germany has delayed a decision on extending the life of its oldest
nuclear power stations. Switzerland and Italy have imposed moratoria. France is calling for a
worldwide nuclear summit. In Britain, Chris Huhne ordered a review of safety (DECC:

http:/ /bit.ly/evybWm). The nuclear industry struck back after deputy prime minister Nick Clegg
questioned whether new nuclear in Britain will be too expensive following the events in Japan
(Telegraph: http://bit.ly/fSv4nt). Protestors on Anglesey highlighted the difficultly of evacuating
the island in an emergency (BBC: http://bbc.in/fxAdSp). Ireland’s environment minister
reiterated concerns about Sellafield (Edie: http://bit.ly/hicOSs). The EU is to review nuclear
safety, including stress tests of reactors (Euronews: http://bit.ly/hAHOOw). The EU climate
change commissioner Connie Hedegaard said offshore wind farms should be built in preference to
nuclear plants (Guardian: http://bit.ly/g2UsAV). After Fukushima, three-quarters of the UK
public want new investment in renewable energy and energy saving, only 9% want to put
investment in nuclear power, according to a FoE poll (http://bit.ly/fmjCac). But amongst all the
anti-nuclear swell, environmental guru George Monbiot announced his conversion to nuclear
power, declaring: “Even when nuclear power plants go horribly wrong, they do less damage to the
planet and its people than coal-burning stations operating normally.” Green leader Caroline Lucas
does not agree (Guardian: http://bit.ly/gNJoZI; http:/ /bit.ly/fuvfO2; http:/ /bit.ly/hfHVkm).

16. Other Energy

Undergrounding . The National Grid consultation on undergrounding is to be extended. A new
deadline will be announced once a delayed report on the costs of undergrounding is published
(http:/ /bit.ly/gxAsia).

Oiland gas . North Sea companies are threatening to halt exploration following the windfall tax on
North Sea profits announced in the Budget (BBC: http://bbc.in/eDq67V; FT:
http://on.ft.com/eb2095). Energy Minister Charles Hendry approved a RWE npower “carbon
capture ready” gas power plant in South Derbyshire (DECC: http://bit.ly/fU2k1i).

17. Water

Upper Thames Reservoir “unjustified”. Defra has told Thames Water that it has not justified its
plans to build a new reservoir at Abingdon in Oxfordshire, saying the controversial 100-million
cubic metre reservoir would not be efficient or economical. Its inspector said alternative options
Thames should consider to meet a water shortfall from 2025 include: transfers from the river
Severn; a 50 million m3 reservoir at Abingdon; and large effluent reuse schemes. The reservoir
plan was fiercely opposed by CPRE Oxfordshire, local councils and residents. Bruce Tremayne for
CPRE Oxfordshire said: “We are delighted with this decision and trust that this is the end of the
road for the enormous reservoir” (CPRE Oxon: http://bit.ly/h2qllu; BBC: http://bbc.in/gB2BFO;
Oxford Mail: http:/ /bit.ly/fPaBY4; http://bit.ly/fGkB7s; GARD: http:/ /bit.ly/gHTilIK).

Waste water . The Infrastructure Planning Commission has objected to options for the
replacement for the Deephams Sewage Treatment Works being specified within the Waste Water
National Policy Statement (http://bit.ly/hMWdHv). Controversial plans for a waste treatment
plant near Ashford have been approved by Kent County Council. Sean Furey, Deputy Director of
CPRE Protect Kent said: “CPRE Protect Kent is truly disappointed with this decision today... the
opinions of the local residents, the Parish Council and Shepway District Council have been
disregarded” (Kent News: http://bit.ly/eMuR62; BBC: http://bbc.in/gtUUKS).

18. Waste

Waste and energy. The government has written to planners advising them that “using waste as a
source of energy” is no longer part of the definition of waste hierarchy in PPS10

(http:/ /bit.ly/gLWHV(q). CPRE Bedfordshire has sent a detailed objection to the Marston Vale
Waste Incinerator to the IPC. It says: “the enormous industrial site with its 105 metre tall
chimneys will be a huge blot on the landscape” and create 700 extra daily truck movements
(http:/ /bit.ly/ftJHQO). Around 1,000 objections have been submitted (http://bit.ly/eUFThY).
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Rural
19. Farming and Food

CAP. Caroline Spelman has tried to end confusion over her stance on the future of direct
subsidies, saying she did not want to abolish direct support payments immediately but she did
not want to see them “retained in perpetuity” (FWI: http://bit.ly/h313QL).

Supermarkets . Claims by the big supermarkets to be driving economic growth by creating
thousands of jobs have been exposed as false. The Association of Convenience Stores said their
annual reports reveal that the number of full-time jobs offered by Tesco and Sainsbury’s has
actually fallen over the past two years, despite growth in stores and floorspace (Retail Gazette:
http://bit.ly/epEAup). Eric Pickles has rejected two out-of-town supermarket schemes on the
grounds they would threaten the viability of town centres (Planning Portal: http://bit.ly/dGKyZl).

20. Communities

Community Investment Tax Relief was saved in the Budget, despite a recommendation from
the Office of Tax Simplification that it be abolished. This tax incentive encourages investment in
community schemes (Social Enterprise: http://bit.ly/h4jYyh).

Sustainable Communities Act. The government has launched a consultation on the Act with the
aim of using it to help remove central red tape (CLG: http://bit.ly/hpVvFc).

Fuel poverty. Professor John Hills has been appointed by Energy and Climate Change Secretary
Chris Huhne to lead an independent review of the fuel poverty target and definition (DECC:
http:/ /bit.ly/dY4zd6).

Rural review. Labour announced a policy review of the future challenges facing rural Britain.
Shadow environment secretary Mary Creagh said the review will look at Britain’s relationship with
the natural world and “the challenges facing rural communities from affordable housing, rising
living costs, the future of farming and green jobs” (ePolitix: http:/ /bit.ly/gljCjf).

21. Campaigning
CPRE Oxfordshire is seeking for a part-time Director (Closing date 29 April;

http:/ /bit.ly/egfSpB). The branch, founded by author John Buchan, is also celebrating its 80th
birthday (Witney Gazette: http:/ /bit.ly/gbfZgy; BBC: http://bbc.in/hV2WD?7).

Mileage allowances . In his Budget, the Chancellor announced an increase in approved mileage
allowance payments from 40p to 45p per mile and this relief will be expended to “cover volunteers
travelling as passengers, as charities and others have been calling for many years”.

The CPRE South East eBulletin is issued monthly, with occasional special editions when required.
We cover all the planning and environmental news with a relevance to the remit of CPRE. Views
expressed are those of the editor, not of any part of CPRE. Our audience is CPRE and its friends.
Please feel free to circulate this eBulletin. If you are not on our circulation list and want to receive the
eBulletin regularly, just let me know at cprenews@gmail.com. Andy Boddington, Editor.
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