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Happy New Year to you all. It has been one of the busiest planning years for a long time and the 
environment moved to centre stage too. The government capped it all by releasing  the new PPS4 
two days before New Year’s eve. Below we review PPS4, Copenhagen, all the usual news, and the 
many policy consultations issued in the run up to Christmas, followed by a review of 2009.  

PDF version of this eBulletin 

1.  Planning Policy Statement 4  
The new PPS4: Planning for Sustainable Economic Growth was published on 29 December (DCLG: 
http://tinyurl.com/yj5vtab ). It confirms the Government’s overa rching objective is sustainable 
economic growth: “growth that can be sustained and is within environmental limits, but also 
enhances environmental and social welfare and avoids greater extremes in future economic 
cycles”. The government has also published detailed guidance on town centres, including the 
impact test ( http://tinyurl.com/ygtlrwc ). John Healey said “By strengthening the hand of local 
councils we are giving them the expert tools they need to put the vi ability and vitality of town 
centres first in difficult market conditions. The new tools go further than ever before to protect 
town centres from the harm large out -of-town developments can have.” 
Scope. The new PPS4 replaces PPG4, PPG5, PPS6, and parts of PPS7 and PPG13. 
Town centres. Local authorities are told to be proactive in “taking measures to conserve and, 
where appropriate, enhance the established character and diversity of their town centres”. The 
PPS retains the emphasis on using brownfield land first and the ‘sequential test’, which requires 
central town centre sites to be developed first for shops, leisure and offices rather than out of 
town sites. A new ‘impact test’ replaces the ‘needs test’. Using the new test, development that 
could harm town centres will be assessed against factors including climate change, impact on the 
high street, consumer choice, consumer spending and jobs, but consumer need will not have to be 
demonstrated. There is recognition that in town centres “smaller shops can si gnificantly enhance 
the character and vibrancy of a centre” but the PPS also gives a strong emphasis to planning for 
growth in comparison and convenience shopping floorspace. 
Rural areas. There is stronger support for shops in rural areas. Local authorities should support 
“shops, services and other important small scale economic uses (including post offices, petrol 
stations, village halls and public houses) in local centres and villages”. Equine facilities and farm 
diversification are also supported. On development in rural areas PPS4 says: “Local planning 
authorities should ensure that the countryside is protected for the sake of its intrinsic character 
and beauty, the diversity of its landscapes, heritage and wildlife, the wealth of its natural 
resources and to ensure it may be enjoyed by all.” On tourism it says that “local planning 
authorities should support sustainable rural tourism and leisure developments that benefit rural 
businesses, communities and visitors and which utilise and enrich, rather than harm, the character 
of the countryside, its towns, villages, buildings and other features”.  
Markets. The government’s recent emphasis on local markets is echoed in the PPS with guidance 
for local authorities to be proactive in “retaining and enhancing exis ting markets and, where 
appropriate, re-introducing or creating new ones, ensuring that markets remain attractive and 
competitive by investing in their improvement”.  
Reaction.  James Lowman, chief executive of the Association of Convenience Stores said: 
“Ministers have claimed today that the new planning policy is tougher, will promote town centres 
and protect small shops, but the detail does not match the rhetoric. This new policy will weigh 
heavily on under-resourced planning departments in local councils, who will have to interpret and 
implement a policy that is ambitious, contradictory and highly subjective”. MP Matthew Taylor 
welcomed the new rural guidelines: “In the name of protection, too many rural villages have 
ceased to be living, working communities as economic opportunities have been over-curtailed – 
that should no longer be the case” (Telegraph: http://tinyurl.com/ygrf2r2 ; see also Yarmouth 
Mercury: http://tiny url.com/yg2urvf ). CPRE Shropshire said the revised PPS4 could help the battle 
against four separate retail applications in Oswestry (Shropshire Star: http://tinyurl.com/ykxdj7u ; 
Telegraph Letters: http://tinyurl.com/yl77psy ). 



2.  Planning  
National Policy Statements . Planning Aid has published a series of short guides to the energy 
NPSs issued for consultation in November (http://tinyurl.com/yfcbrkk ). CPRE will be presenting 
oral evidence to Energy and Climate Change Committee after 9.15am, 13 January (this should be 
broadcast live on http://tinyurl.com/parltv ).  

Infrastructur e Planning Commission. The IPC has issued guidance on pre-application 
consultation, including the Statement of Community Consultation ( http://tinyurl.com/yg8x5dv ) and 
on making applications to the IPC (http://tinyurl.com/yj25qsp ). Former members of the Committee 
on Radioactive Waste Management slammed the government for proposing that the IPC should 
not consider nuclear waste when deciding on stations (Planning: http://tinyurl.com/yftqp73 ). 

Regeneration.  The Tories will not be publishing their proposals for regeneration and the Regional 
Development Agencies until after the General Election (Edie: http://tinyurl.com/yg784u8 ). The Pre 
Budget Report announced that DCLG will have to cut its budget by at least £500 million by 
2012/13, most coming from the regeneration budget (Inside Housing: http:// tinyurl.com/ylnc2wf ; 
http://tinyurl.com/yfb8kmt ). 

Rural planning. CABE is encouraging rural communities to apply for government funds to 
prepare sustainable masterplans for community extensions to rural market t owns and villages 
(Closing date 15 January: http://tinyurl.com/yg9lywq ). 

Eco-towns. Eco-town developments must consider energy use from buildings and public spaces 
across the town as well as from private homes, according to new guidance from the Town and 
Country Planning Association (TCPA: http://tinyurl.com/yjw36zr ). Most of the second wave of eco-
towns announced last month (http://tinyurl.com/yz5ngxt ) are attached to existing towns and cities 
(Inside Housing: http://tinyurl.com/yje67hq ). The proposed eco-town for North West Bicester, 
Oxfordshire could attract £20m of Government fundi ng but local opposition is growing (Oxford 
Times: http://tinyurl.com/ygzsu58 ; Oxford Mail: http://tinyurl.com/ylnxe7o ). 

3.  Housing  
South East unaffordable. A National Housing Federation study on rural housing issues has 
shown that 62% of people living in the countryside in the South East think only those on the very 
highest incomes can afford to buy a home in their village. 66% in the region agree there is a 
shortage of affordable housing in their area, and 67% would support affordable homes being built 
there. The survey also found that 48% believe that people who oppose all new homes in rural 
areas in the south east are damaging the future of their village or m arket town, while 45% said 
they had seen the number of shops, schools and pubs in their village or market town fall since 
2004 (NHF: http://tinyurl.com/yjkzecm ). The NHF is calling for MPs to sign an Early Day Motion in 
support of its ‘Save our villages’ rural housing campaign (http://tinyurl.com/yjqdof8 ). 

Numbers warning. In the face of increasingly volatile demographic trends, CPRE said the 
Government’s household projections should not be used as housebuilding targets if we are to 
safeguard the countryside from unnecessary development. Fiona Howie said: “With a population 
that is expected to continue to grow we have to use land more efficiently. We need to build more 
homes, especially affordable housing, but we also need to devote space on our densely populated 
island to producing food and energy, while still allowing people to access and enjoy open and 
unspoilt countryside” (CPRE: http://tinyurl.com/ykqlw24 ). 

Housebuilding . A gross total of 55,770 affordable homes were built in England in 2008 -09, up 
4% from 2007 -08, and the highest number since 1996-97. London and the South East accounted 
for 23% and 19% respectively of new af fordable homes (DCLG: http://tinyurl.com/yhhva3r ). John 
Healey said government funding for housebuilding has reached £2 billion since June as he 
announced a further £278 million for an extra 5,000 affordable home s across the country (DCLG: 
http://tinyurl.com/yhvl5cj ). The South East has missed out in the latest HCA funding allocations 
(Inside Housing: http://tinyurl.com/yz8eyww ). 



Tory policy. Shadow housing minister Grant Shapps announced plans to create Local Housing 
Trusts (LHTs), which will have the power to grant planning permission for homes in their area as 
long as there is ‘overwhelming support’ from the community (Insid e Housing: 
http://tinyurl.com/yksxjjj ). The National Housing Federation warned that Conservative plans to 
require a 90% positive vote by local people for affordable homes to be delivered through LHTs 
could hand a veto to local Nimbys. In a NHF poll of 800 rural dwellers, 54% said that a threshold 
of 50-70% support for affordable housing should be sufficient for the new homes to get the go -
ahead. Just 4% said 90% was the right figure (NHF: http://tinyurl.com/yhwh5r7 ). The Tories have 
delayed their regeneration green paper, including their plans for the Thames Gateway, until after 
the election (Edie: http://tinyurl.com/yg784u8 ). 

Who should build our homes?  A CABE report calls for much less reliance on build-to-sell and 
for renting to become the norm once again. It also argues for self -build and community 
commissioned housing to enter the mainstream instead of being marginalised at the periphery 
(http://tinyurl.com/yl9e4n2 ). Housing minister John Healey told the Fabian Society: “I’m clear that 
as we look beyond the recession, housebuilding and housing policy won’t simply go back to 
business as before – nor should it… I want councils to be major builders of public housing again” 
(http://tinyurl.com/yft2qlc ). CPRE’s Shaun Spiers praised the speech saying: “It’s high time we 
questioned ever-increasing home ownership” (Guardian: http://tinyurl.com/yg65n3k ). In Scotland, 
housing minister Alex Neil said: “we have got to try to challenge the culture with the obsession of 
homeownership” (Inside Housing: http://tinyurl.com/yla392s ). 

Energy efficiency. The National Housing Federation criticised Alistair Darling’s Pre Budget Report 
for giving no money for a £3 billion programme to retrofit 250,000 social homes and improve th eir 
energy efficiency. Green groups criticised his housing energy funding as tinkering around the 
edges (Planning: http://tinyurl.com/yjazoyy ; Inside Housing: http://tin yurl.com/yksla6k). 

Around the South East.  In Oxfordshire, Wantage was allocated 1,500 homes to the anger of its 
residents and the pleasure of councillors in nearby Abingdon (Herald: http://tinyurl.com/ygvcyrzl ; 
http://tinyurl.com/yk9taqb0 ). Communities Secretary John Denham said he is minded to approve a 
mixed-used development at the North East Sector, Crawley, including 1,800 dwellings, but has 
delayed a final decision to on or before 11 March (Planning Portal: http://tinyurl.com/yjggpmn ). 

Garden Grabbing.  Domestic gardens have been concreted over to build more than 180,000 new 
homes in the past five years, a government study suggests. Southampton, which gave permission 
for 1,220 such homes, said garden grabbing was an “active threat to the character of mature 
suburbs, the heritage and biodiversity of the city. National guidance has made it difficult to resis t 
development proposals on garden land. This imbalance needs to be rectified” (Telegraph: 
http://tinyurl.com/y8chkox ; http://tinyurl.com/yzwwdwa ). 

4.  Landscapes and Environmen t  
South Downs National Park. Hilary Benn told parliament he had opted for a smaller, 27 
member authority to oversee the park, to be established from 1 April 2010 and to be operational 
from 1 April 2011 (Hansard: http://tinyurl.com/yjuw5c7 ). After outline plans were announced for 
more than 500 houses in Petersfield and Liss, Christopher Napier for CPRE Hampshire said: 
“Development for housing of reserve sites in Petersfield would be major development within the 
now confirmed South Downs National Park, so any developer would need to show that there was 
compelling justification for the release of land” (MaPO: http://tinyurl.com/yzp2lv8 ). Campaigners 
battling to prevent the s ale of land at Cissbury Rings celebrated the land being taken off the 
market (Grough: http://tinyurl.com/yhrn66a ). 

National Parks. Plans to extend the Lake District and Yorkshire Dales national parks have been 
launched for consultation (BBC: http://tinyurl.com/ykgfuxo ; NE: http://tinyurl.com/yfjyk6s ). Green 
groups including CPRE wrote to the Guardian saying: “the national parks remain sources of 
inspiration, places of wild beauty and areas of contrast, and a national treasure of which we can al l 
be proud” ( http://tinyurl.com/yeqdnch ). 

Natural England.  Oxfordshire farmer Poul Christensen has been confirmed as chairman of 
Natural England (FWI: http://tinyurl.com/yzrpkuy ; NE: http://tinyurl.com/yk23t9q ). 



Town greens.  Long term opponent of town green leg islation, High Peak MP Tom Levitt, has 
secured a government review of the legislation (Hansard: http://tinyurl.com/yl3ur8g ). Villagers are 
hoping to use town green law to block Pinewood Studios’ plans to build 1, 400 homes on green belt 
land (BFP: http://tinyurl.com/yjzmqqa ). 

Polytunnels.  The Wye Valley Action Association has won a battle against 54 hectares of 
polytunnels in the an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (Planning: http://tinyurl.com/yj2s52h ). 

River management. The Environment Agency published plans for river basin management, 
including for the South East River Basin District (Hampshire to Kent) and the Thames 
(http://tinyurl.com/akna3z ). 

5.  Copenhagen  
The Accord. It began as Hopenhagen, but when the 15th world conference on climate change 
ended at Copenhagen, green groups departed the city claiming it was Brokenhagen. The 
Copenhagen Accord, agreed by major developed and developing country leaders on 19 December, 
includes international backing for an overall limit of 2 degrees on global warming, an agreement 
that all countries need to take action on climate change an d the provision of immediate and longer 
term financial help to those countries most at risk from climate change. But the accord was simply 
“noted” by the UN and is not legally binding. The Accord ( http://tinyurl.c om/yjlygvh ) promises to:  
�i �� List what each country is doing to tackle climate change, including commitments to cut 

emissions by developed countries and actions by developing countries. 
�i �� Introduce scrutiny to ensure emission targets are put into effect, with m andatory reporting 

every two years for developing countries. 
�i �� Provide immediate short term funding from developed countries to kick start emission 

reduction measures and help the poorest countries adapt to the impacts of climate change.  
�i �� Commit developed countries to provide long term finance of £62 billion a year by 2020.  

Under pressure from China, key parts of the Accord, including a pledge to cut carbon emissions by 
50% by 2050 were removed.  

Heroes and Villains. The UK’s Ed Miliband is being acclaimed as the hero of the day, in the UK 
at least. He was in his underwear when called back to the table to rescue the agreement in the 
early hours of morning (Radio 4 transcript: http://tinyurl.com/ylxrypv ). Oxford environmental 
campaigner Mark Lynas said China wrecked the deal (Guardian: http://tinyurl.com/y9rvdpx ). Ed 
Miliband hit out at China and wide range of countries for trying to block a deal (Guardian: 
http://tinyurl.com/ydw4fju ). 

Reaction. Richard Knox-Johnston, chairman of Protect Kent, said tackling climate change is vital 
for the future of Kent’s farming and water supply. He hoped politicians will start to look towards 
the fut ure instead of focusing on the short -term: “They need to stop looking just five to 10 years 
ahead and focus on the bigger picture 100 years away” (Kent News: http://tinyurl.com/ylqrrdn ). 
Most environmental commentators believe the accord is more likely to achieve not better than a 
3.5 degree increases, not the 2 degrees headlined. Friends of the Earth said: “This summit has 
been a complete failure - the climate accord should be sent to the recycling bin” 
(http://tinyurl.com/yahlwhg ). Joss Garman of Plane Stupid said “This ‘deal’ is beyond bad” 
(Independent: http://tinyurl.com/ydldm39 ). George Monbiot expressed the battle in typically stark 
terms: “We are the universal ape, equipped with the ingenuity and aggression to bring down prey 
much larger than itself, break into new lands, roar its defiance of natural constraints. Now we find  
ourselves hedged in by the consequences of our nature” ( http://tinyurl.com/ydkboxd ). NASA’s 
James Hansen said: “The old deceitful, ineffectual approach is severely wounded and must die. 
Now there is a chance for the world to get on to an honest, effective pat h to an agreement” 
(Guardian: http://tinyurl.com/ybkug4o ). Oxfam complained the Copenhagen Accord was not only 
“hugely disappointing” but also “reveals how the traditional approach to international negotiations,  
based on brinkmanship and national self-interest, is both unfit for pursuing our common destiny 
and downright dangerous”. Gordon Brown said the way world leaders negotiate climate change 
needs to be reformed (Independent: http://tinyurl.com/ykfy6xv ). 



6.  Climate Change & the Carbon Economy  
Infrastructure UK. The Pre Budget Report announced the creation of Infrastructure UK (IUK) to 
focus on renewal of Britain’s infrastructure including the low carbon tran sition. The projects that 
will be covered by IUK include all five of the project areas covered by the Planning Act 2008 – 
energy, transport, water, waste water and waste – and also telecommunications infrastructure. 
The body will be formed from merging exi sting Treasury units (BDB: http://tinyurl.com/ykfehqd ). 
The Green Alliance said that if given the correct terms of reference, IUK could form the 
foundations for a major Green Investment Bank ( http://tinyurl.com/yk68yoe ). 

Biodiversity. As the Met Office revealed last decade was the hottest ever recorded (Independent: 
http://tinyurl.com/yhxtey4 ), the Environment Agency warned that British wildlife faces climate 
change devastation and that change is already underway (Telegraph: http://tinyurl.com/y9fo7dd ). 

Rural impacts. The Commission for Rural Communities warned that “climate change policy is 
already having a big impact on rural communities in England – particularly in the focus on 
renewable energy at local level and the impacts of a changing climate on extreme weather events 
and changing growing seasons” (http://tinyurl.com/yfeg2us ). 

Public attitudes. Eurobarometer published a survey showing that Europeans remain concerned 
about climate change and believe that fighting it could boost economic growth. The UK proved 
more sceptical that the EU as a whole (Report: http://tinyurl.com/yg4r9c5 ; UK Factsheet: 
http://tinyurl.com/ygag6qv ). 
�i �� 63% of citizens consider climate change as a very serious problem (UK 51%) and 24% a fairly 

serious problem (UK 31%) 
�i �� 47% consider climate change to be one of the two most serious problems facing the world 

today (UK 45%) 
�i �� 29% think that the seriousness of climate change has been exaggerated (UK 39%) 
�i �� 63% of citizens think that fighting c limate change can have a positive impact on the European 

economy (UK 62%). 

Climategate , a leak of emails, said by climate sceptics to show that the interpretation of climate 
change data has been fiddled, absorbed the press at the beginning of December (Time: 
http://tinyurl.com/yf5unm2 ; Independent http://tinyurl.com/yh5hfkv ; and about 4,000 other 
articles). Conspiracy theories abound about the source of the leaks, some blaming the Russians 
(Independent: http://tinyurl.com/yjdhph6 ). 

7.  Energy and Water  
Efficiency.  All homes in the UK will be fitted with smart electricity meters by 2020 to give 
householders a better picture of where they are using energy (Edie: http://tinyurl.com/yfgs8u8 ; 
Green Alliance: http://tinyurl.com/yj5hkvd ; Independent: http://tinyurl.com/ygt4fy8 ). A British Gas 
pilot project is offering £10,000 for 100 households in the South East to install energy efficiency 
measures, payable back over 25 years (Guardian: http://tinyurl.com/ yg5z5zb). Hilary Benn 
announced farmers will get financial help to invest in energy -saving equipment and slash their 
energy bills (Defra: http://tinyurl.com/yzgutnl ). 

Renewables. Gordon Brown called for the UK to become a global leader in the financing and 
development of renewable energy technologies including wind and tidal (No 10: 
http://tinyurl.com/yf6oczu ). The UK’s first tidal energy farm has secured funding (NEF: 
http://tinyurl.com/yhokjts ). The EU announced a £1.3 billion cash injection for “clean” energy 
plans across Europe including £262 million for wind power and carbon capture and storage in the 
UK (Independent: http://tinyurl.com/yac3pvg ). The Crown Estate will earn £5 billion over the next 
25 years from new offshore windfarms, most of which will go to the Treasury (Financial Mail: 
http://tinyurl.com/yjvkj97 ). The Department of Energy and Climate Change confirmed that it will 
extend the Renewables Obligation to 2037 (NEF: http://tinyurl.com/yz9u9sb ). The money raised 
will go back to investment in the industry (NEF: http://tinyurl.com/yh5xpce ). The British Wind 
Energy Association has rebranded as RenewableUK (NEF: http://tinyurl.com/yh2xqm6 ). The chief 
executive of National Grid predicted that 15% of the UK’s electricity production will come from 
embedded generation in homes and offices by 2020 (Times: http://tinyurl.com/ydazsvt ). 



Wind noise recommendations ‘sup pressed’.  A study by acoustics noise and vibration 
consultants Hayes McKenzie Partnership originally challenged the Government view that turbine 
noise posed no health risks. It had stated: “1. night time wind turbine noise limits should be 
reduced from 43dB to 38dB, and; 2. in the event that the turbine noise has a discernible beating 
character, the limit should be further reduced to 33dB.” However, this advice was removed from 
the final guidelines (Times: http://t inyurl.com/y9k6n3k; Telegraph: http://tinyurl.com/ybwv9p5 ; 
Den Brook Judicial Review Group: http://tinyurl.com/ybw5p8u ; Environmental Protection UK: 
http://tinyurl.com/yzntadc ). 

Nuclear. Business Secretary Lord Mandelson said that Yorkshire and the North West of England 
will be designated a Nuclear Low Carbon Economic Area (EEN: http: //tinyurl.com/yg68tux ). 

Coal.  Scottish Power claim to have made a breakthrough in reducing the amount of energy 
required to separate carbon emissions in carbon capture (EEN: http://tinyurl.com/yg59wp2 ). 

Water. The Environment Agency said it wants to see recommendations from the Walker Review 
taken forward, including widespread water metering. The review was published on 8 December, 
though Defra did not issue a press release. There are a number of detailed recommendations for 
the national water industry and for planners, including recognising the true value of water in 
decision making (EA: http://tinyurl.com/ygl5doz ; Report: http:/ /tinyurl.com/ykjud9e ). 

Upper Thames Reservoir.  A public inquiry into the planned £1bn reservoir near Abingdon will 
begin by June 21 2010. GARD protest group chairman Nick Thompson said: “We have some 
extremely strong arguments… such as repairing the system’s leaking pipes and transferring water 
from the Severn.” He continued bafflingly: “We’re not quite sharpening our swords yet but we are 
poisoning the drink” (Oxford Mail: http://tinyurl.com/yzhufur ). 

8.  High Speed Two  
Report not published. The government has received a report from High Speed Two (HS2), 
containing a detailed route plan for the first stage of a north -south high-speed line from London to 
the West Midlands. It also gives options for extend ing high-speed lines to destinations further 
north, including the North West, the East Midlands, Yorkshire, the North East and Scotland. The 
government will not publish the HS2 report in advance of giving its response, to avoid blight from 
options identified but not taken forward. A white paper, expected by the end of March 2010, will 
set out detailed plans for the new high -speed rail lines and services, including route proposals, 
timescales and associated financial, economic, and environmental assessments. A public 
consultation will follow in the autumn of 2010. Transport Secretary Andrew Adonis predicted 2010 
will be the year of high -speed rail in the UK: “My ambition is not only that Britain catches up with 
the rest of Europe in establishing high-speed rail, but that we leapfrog them in the services that 
we offer” (Hansard: http://tinyurl.com/yzgexbe ; NDS: http://tinyurl.com/ykea4dc ; Times 
http://tinyurl.com/yjulc4j ). 

Route. The route of the £60 billion 250mph line, the biggest rail project in Britain since 1899, has 
been planned to within 25 yards. It will cut journey times from London to Manchester by a third 
and bring the construction of the first new terminus in London for more than 100 years. Network 
Rail is pushing for a “station city”, a new terminus linking Euston, King’s Cross and St Pancras. Sir 
David Rowlands, the chairman of High Speed Two, said it would keep the environmental impact to 
a minimum. The line, which will be 80ft wide, will be sunk 3ft below ground level to reduce noise 
and some sections of the route will be lined with trees (Times: http://tinyurl.com/ydxzmvl ; 
http://tinyurl.com/yztz43y ). 

Reaction.  The Chilterns is set to be a battleground between transport and landscape. Steve 
Rodrick, chief officer of the Chilterns Conservation Board, said: “High-speed rail would change the 
nature of the area for ever. It will be a gash across the landscape with the loss of soil, trees and  
habitats that can never be replaced”. Sir Terry Pratchett said: “The country is already sufficiently  
endowed with railway services. We don’t need to be digging up the Chilterns to add another one. 
Bloody tin boxes going very, very fast don’t do anything for the countryside”. The RAC called for 
the HS2 report to be published immediately (Times: http://tinyurl. com/yztz43y; Telegraph: 
http://tinyurl.com/yb3t2ws ; http://tinyurl.com/yf4m74l ; http://tinyurl.com/yzgx3fl ). 



9.  Transport  
Kent International Gateway. The two month public inquiry has ended. Inspector Andrew 
Phillipson said he had never seen such public interest in an inquiry. Mainstone Council argued that 
case for KIG was fatally flawed and that it would not reduce C O2 emissions. KIG disagreed and 
claimed government policy calling for Strategic Rail Freight Interchanges was enough in itself to 
show the KIG plan was justified (Kent Online: http://tinyurl.com/yhx8chj ). Chairman of Protect 
Kent, Richard Knox-Johnston gave a detailed closing statement in the final days of the public 
inquiry (Protect Kent: http://tinyurl.com/yg826qv ).  

Roads. Campaigners against the controversial Hastings Bexhill Link Road are urging the public 
inquiry Inspector to watch the Age of Stupid movie before making a recommendation on the road 
(RBO: http://tinyurl.com/ykql45d ). 

Marine. A legal challenge has begun against the Lymington Ferry, with claims the new bigger 
boats are harming mud flats and salt marshes (Planning: http://tinyurl.com/yf9b9ch ). 

Aviation. The Transport Select Committee called on the government to ensure that the UK’s 
major airports, particularly Heathrow, are connected to a high -speed rail system. It said expansion 
at Gatwick should be halted but endorsed a third runway at Heathrow. It called for decisive effort 
by Government to ensure older and noisier planes are taken out of use promptly and asked the 
Government to review the adequacy of current research into the effects of noise (Parliament: 
http://tinyurl.com/yf5o9kw ; Planning: http://tinyurl.com/ykqys6o ). The Committee on Climate 
Change argued that extra capacity at Edinburgh, Heathrow and Stansted could be feasible, but 
stressed that expansion plans in aggregate should limit passenger growth in 2050 to a maximum 
of 60% above 2005 levels. It said high -speed rail services had the potential to be a substitute for 
domestic and short-haul flights to Europe, resulting in a 10% aviation demand reduction in 2050 
(http://tinyurl.com /yznugsm). 

Rail. With the introduction of full high speed services between Kent and London, lobby group 
Greenguage21 published a report showing that “high-speed rail will attract people away from more 
carbon-intensive car use” (http://tinyurl.com/ygxzw8v ). The Pre Budget Report gave support for 
further electrification of rail lines, as well as for Crossrail and an upgrading of Thameslink (FT: 
http://tinyurl.com/yfaj9g4 ). 

10.  Rural Affairs, Farming and Food  
Sustainable Communities Act Amendment Bill.  CPRE’s Shaun Spiers is among signatories to 
a letter calling for the 2007 Bill to be strengthened to give parish councils have greater 
involvement; allow residents t o petition local councils to use the Act; and ensure better reporting 
on local spending by government bodies (Progress: http://tinyurl.com/yfqs4q6 ). 

Supermarket battles.  Tesco currently has the upper hand in a legal battle against Sainsbury’s in 
Devon, which looks set to clarify the sequential test (Planning: http://tinyurl.com/yfahplh ). The 
battle against Tesco in Sheringham continues as a rival green supermarket bid is made (Times: 
http://tinyurl.com/y9krpz6 ). Over the past 12 months, Tesco lodged more than twice the number 
of planning applications as its two biggest rivals combined (Times: http://tinyurl.com/yaoe3lp ). 

11.  Campaigning  
John Gummer.  The former Conservative cabinet minister said he is to quit the Commons to join 
a new, unidentified European campaign to combat climate change (Guardian: 
http://tinyurl.com/yzv7kuv ; Independent: http://tinyurl.com/yhxp63m ). 

“Environmentalists have lost their way”.  Paul Kingsnorth told the Ecologist that: 
“environmentalism is so obsessed with carbon emissions reductions that it has kind of lost sight of 
all of the other things it was supposed to be doing” ( http://tinyurl.com/yhjbr2l ). 

Litter. The next Towpath Tidy will be 1 -14 March 2010 (Waterscape: http://tinyurl.com/ylguawc ). 

CPRE Forum. On the Forum during December discussions were opened on campaigning (climate 
change; what is campaigning today) and planning (PPS4). There are also a number of posts from 
the Sharing Success Conference (lobbying; rural communities; green belt; opposing roads; local 
food action; flooding). Why not join the debate? ( http://tinyurl.com/yhgap9s ). 



12.  Consultations  
Advertising plan ning applications.  DCLG is consulting on how statutory and non-statutory 
consultees are consulted. It confirmed that the rules requiring local authorities to advertise 
planning applications in local newspapers will not change. New guidelines will say that local 
authorities will also be required to publish information about planning applications on their websit e 
(Closing date 19 March 2010: http://tinyurl.com/yf59mf7 ). 

Biofuels. The Nuffield Council on Bioethics is consulting on whether new advances in biofuels can 
meet Britain’s energy needs, support economic development and help address climate change in 
an ethical and sustainable way. The consultation will also consider the food supply, land use and 
biodiversity implications of biofuels (Closing date 15 March 2010. NEF: http://tinyurl.com/ygbfdzw ; 
Nuffield: http://tinyurl.com/c4vk4k ). 

Code for Sustainable Homes. DCLG is consulting on strengthening the eco and consumer 
credentials of the code, including defining standards for zero carbon housing (Closing date 24 
March 2010: http://tinyurl.com/yhm6ezs ; http://tinyurl.com/yh7b3kf ). 

Development management . Under DCLG proposals, councils and developers will work together 
before applications are submitted, with the aim of ensuring quick assessment and reducing the 
number of conditions applied to planning permissions (Closing date 19 March 2010: 
http://tinyurl.com/yda3va6 ). DCLG is also consulting on the discharge of planning conditions 
(Closing date 19 March 2010: http://tinyurl.com/yj7uzxv ). 

Economic duties. The Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction (LDEDC) Act 
places a new duty on county councils and unitary district councils to prepare an assessment of 
local economic conditions. DCLG is consulting of draft guidance for this assessment, which will 
oblige councils to gather evidence under three key themes: business and enterprise, including 
identifying the strengths and weaknesses of local economy; people and communities, including 
levels of skills and unemployment; and greener economic growth, including opportunities for 
promoting low carbon economic growth. The LDEDC Act comes into force on 1st April 2010 
(Closing date 15 March 2010: http://tinyurl.com/ybw mzrr). 

Non -planning consents. The Department for Business and Skills launched a review of non-
planning consents it believes are creating barriers to investment (Closing date 10 February 2010: 
http://tinyurl.com/y ld7nds). 

Rail National Policy Statement.  Heritage railways, tramways, light railways, metro systems 
(e.g. the London underground), industrial railways and military railways, are to be excluded from 
the forthcoming NPS (Closing date 13 January 2010; BDB: http://tinyurl.com/ygnl8bq ). 

Rural land.  DCLG is consulting on proposals to encourage rural landowners to release more land 
to be used to build affordable housing for local people. Proposals include allowing local landowners 
to retain the freehold on the land, with housing associations paying an upfront or annual payment 
for the lease (Closing date 18 February 2010: http://tinyurl.com/yz7xx2w ). 

Rural speed limits. DfT reiterated its call for councils to carry out speed limit reviews of rural 
roads by 2011, focussing on National Speed Limit single carriageway ‘A’ and ‘B’ roads. DfT is, 
however, not proposing a comprehensive speed limit review of minor rural roads, but only of those 
C and unclassified roads that have the highest risk of collisions or where there is particular local 
concern about the speed limit (Closing date 5 February 2010: http://tinyurl.com/yzaoe7w ). 

Science.  The Department for Business is reviewing the principles under which the government 
receives scientific advice (Closing date 9 February: http://tinyurl.com/yjxturx ). 

The Ordnance Survey may release basic digital (raster) maps for free from next year along with 
definitive gazetteer, boundary and postcode information, says a DCLG consultation document. This 
should free campaigners from inhibiting copyright restrictions and the administrative hassle of 
legally using the data (Closing date 17 March 2010: http://tinyurl.com/ykc56r3 ). 

Waterways for Everyone.  Defra is consulting on a revised strategy for inland waterways, 
including their function as green infrastructure, and their e nvironmental and climate change roles 
(Closing date 26 March 2010: http://tinyurl.com/yzjh937 ). 



Review of 2009  
January.  Eco-towns dominated the news. Bard, fighting the proposed eco -town at Long Marston, 
Warwickshire, had its legal challenge rejected by the High Court. The number of households on 
local authority housing waiting lists hit 1.77 million. CPRE Kent stepped up its campaign against 
the Kent International Gateway. The Tories proposed an "electricity inte rnet", with a smart grid 
distributing micro -generated power and smart meters for reducing consumption. Ministers 
announced a shortlist of five schemes to generate electricity from the tidal Severn. Transport 
Secretary Geoff Hoon announced the go-ahead for the third runway at Heathrow and Boris 
Johnson called for a new airport in the Thames estuary. Hoon also announced a new company, 
High Speed 2, will develop a proposal for a new line between London and Birmingham. CPRE 
Oxfordshire and others launched a town green application to block the Cogges Link Road. Small 
market towns suffered as up to half their shops closed (eBulletin: http://tinyurl.com/2009feb ).  

February. The Conservatives launched a green paper promising to return power to local 
communities, and to abolish the IPC and Regional Spatial Strategies. The number of empty homes 
rose to 697,000. Ministers denied claims that the planning policy encourages development of 
gardens for housing. Pond Conservation launched a campaign for one million countryside ponds. 
The Tories backed ecological offsetting, which will give species a cash value. The Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers said the UK should prepare for significant loss of landmass from climate 
change. Four prominent UK greens backed nuclear power after decades of opposition. Natural 
England agreed not to object to Herefordshire wind turbines after the developer offered cash 
compensation. CPRE Oxfordshire said it was "disappointed but unsurprised" after councillors 
approve the Cogges Link Road at Witney. The government rejected a report on the rural economy 
from the Rural Advocate (eBulletin: http://tinyurl.com/2009mar ).  

March. Campaigners welcomed the latest national park, the South Downs, which includes the 
disputed Western Weald. CPRE called for national parks and AONBs to be extended and give 
stronger leadership on climate change. CPRE Sussex welcomed the government’s refusal of three 
housing application appeals at Uckfield. The government responded to the Killian Pretty Review 
promising to cut planning applications by 40%. CPRE Surrey went head to head with Friends of the 
Earth at the public inquiry over 2,600 homes at Dunsfold Park. North West Bicester, a rival eco-
town to Weston Otmoor, was backed at a stormy meeting of councillors. The government 
announced planning restrictions in villages and small rural towns will be eased as recommended in 
the Taylor Review. Natural England predicted the country could become an “ecological desert” and 
called for the whole country to be managed as a "national parkland". CPRE Oxfordshire stepped up 
its "Hands Off Oxford's Green Belt" campaign. The Policy Exchange and CPRE called for deposit 
schemes as part of a drive to reduce litter. Sir Martin Doughty, chair of Natural England and 
countryside champion, died. CPRE formed an alliance calling for any new high-voltage lines to 
avoid protected landscapes. Climate change secretary, Ed Miliband said opposition to wind farms 
should become socially unacceptable. The RSPB gave its backing to wind farms. The Environment 
Agency published its Water Resources Strategy for England and Wales. Thames Water scaled 
down its plans for a 3.9 sq mile reservoir in Oxfordshire, blaming the recession. Campaigners lost 
their legal battle to block expansion of Stansted airport (eBulletin: http://tinyurl.com/2009apr ).  

April. The government issued the final South East Plan promised to deliver 32,700 new homes 
each year until 2026. Reviews of the green belt were ordered for north -east Guildford and south of 
Oxford. CPRE Oxfordshire reacted furiously to a proposal for a urban extension in the green belt 
south of the city. Protect Kent said "Our response to the Plan is a muted sigh of relief because it 
could have been much worse". The draft PPS4 was published. Protect Kent took part in a march to 
protest at plans for the Kent International Gateway. A legal opinion obtained by CPRE cast doubt 
on the legality of the G overnment’s proposed policy on eco-towns. The Tories promised to remove 
the classification of gardens as brownfield land. Defra and the HCA launch the Rural Affordable 
Housing Project. Warneford Meadow in Oxford was given town green status after a campaign by 
CPRE Oxfordshire and residents. Natural England said it will extend the boundaries of the Lake 
District and Yorkshire Dales National Parks "quickly, but thoroughly". Protect Kent chairman 
Richard Knox Johnson, complained that he was targeted by police intelligence teams ahead of the 
2008 Kingsnorth power station protest. Police arrested 114 people believed to be planning direct 



action at a coal-fired power station at Ratcliffe -on-Soar. The government presented the world's 
first carbon budget which commi ted Britain to cut carbon emissions by 34% by 2020 and 
announceed extra tax breaks for North Sea oil. After the government published a study identifying 
three potential sites for a new crossing over the river Thames, Protect Kent said: "The 
environmental damage that would be caused by an additional crossing, wherever it is placed, 
would be immense”. The 2M Group of 23 borough councils joined CPRE, Transport for London, 
London mayor Boris Johnson, Greenpeace, WWF-UK and RSPB to launch a High Court challenge 
against the government's decision to build Heathrow’s third runway. A survey showed that more 
than half of Britons think the countryside is boring (eBulletin: http://tinyurl.com/2009may ).  

May.  A reshuffle saw the departure of Hazel Blears, and Geoff Hoon, the latter replaced by rail 
champion Lord Adonis. CPRE published its 2026 vision which said England can be a greener and 
even more pleasant land. The Civic Society Initiative was launched following the demise of the 
Civic Trust. Law and Your Environment, an online plain guide to environmental law is launched. 
Ten countryside projects received CPRE Sussex's first Countryside Awards. Former CPRE chairman 
Lord Kennet died. The East of England RSS was judged faulty in the High Court. The NHS decided 
to appeal against town green status for Oxford’s Warneford Meadow. The National Housing 
Federation said that a lack of affordable rural housing is leading to a rural exodus and launched it s 
Save Our Villages campaign. The government announced that brownfield development and the 
density of housing was continuing to increase. CPRE launched a survey on the future use of the 
green belts surrounding London, Bristol and Bath and Merseyside. Film studio Pinewood 
Shepperton submitted plans for a £200m expansion on green belt land. Farmers and landowners 
launched the Campaign for the Farmed Environment. More than 2,000 people joined a march 
against the proposed Kent International Gateway development. The Commission for Rural 
Communities issued a new rural proofing toolkit (eBulletin: http://tinyurl.com/2009jun ).  

June.  CPRE Oxfordshire began legal action against the South East Plan. A study published by 
CPRE said that an excess of greenfield land with planning permission can render brownfield 
development unviable. CPRE Wiltshire lost a High Court bid to force Swindon Council to deliver 
improvements for public transport, cyclists and pedestrians before new housing is occupied. 
Communities secretary John Denham refused permission for 975 homes in Berkshire because of 
the impact on the Thames Basin Heaths Special Protection Area. English Heritage said 1 in 7 
conservation areas in England are at risk of neglect, decay or damaging change. The Environment 
Agency complained that planning authorities are approving developments in flood areas against its 
advice. Climate projections showed that by the 2080s, South East England could face an increase 
in average summer temperatures of between 2 and 6 degrees Celsius, and a 22% decrease in 
average summer rainfall. The government published its plans for developing clean coal, including 
carbon capture and storage. Thousands of campaigners linked arms to form a "Mili-Band" around 
Kingsnorth Power Station. CPRE claimed the government's new Road Safety Strategy could see a 
million new speed limit signs in the countryside. The National Housing Federation said 650 country 
pubs and 400 village shops will close over the next 12 months as traditional village life in Br itain is 
plunged into terminal decline (eBulletin: http://tinyurl.com/2009jul ).  

July. Four eco-towns in Hampshire, Oxfordshire, Norfolk and Cornwall were given the 
government’s approval: Whitehill-Bordon, Hampshire; North West Bicester, Oxfordshire; 
Rackheath, Norfolk; St Austell, Cornwall. Ford and Weston Otmoor were amongst those rejected. 
CPRE welcomed the initial scaling back of the eco-towns programme but called for tougher eco 
standards. The government published the UK Low Carbon Transition Plan which plots how the UK 
will meet a cut in emissions of 34% on 1990 levels by 2020. CPRE welcomed the strategy saying 
“a renewable energy revolution in the UK is long overdue”. The Conservatives said that the 
Infrastr ucture Planning Commission will be incorporated into the Planning Inspectorate and will not 
be abolished after all. A new PPS15 Heritage (incorporating PPG16 archaeology) said planners 
should focus on the significant heritage of a place and not just protec t all of it for its own sake. 
Natural England launched a consultation on guidance for its responses to wind farm applications. 
Plans for a wind farm in the South Downs National Park were scrapped after CPRE Hampshire and 
residents form the Stop the East Meon Windfarm Action Group. The biggest onshore wind farm in 
the South East of England on Romney Marsh was officially opened. Associated British Ports 
launched a consultation on a 20-year masterplan for Southampton port, including development of 



Dibden. The Conservatives launched its “Rural Action agenda” website, promising to protect rural 
post offices, allow villages to build low-cost housing, and give country communities more power to 
resist school closures and start new village schools, and much more. The government backed 
down from a compulsory replacement for set aside in favour of voluntary action by farmers. CPRE 
Kent launched its rebranding as Protect Kent (eBulletin: http://tinyurl.com/2009aug ).  

August.  Network Rail stole a march on High Speed Two (HS2) by publishing its case for a line 
from central London through Birmingham to Scotland. Researchers at the University of Manchester 
said nimbys do not exist. Arun District Council mounted a legal challenge to the South East Plan. 
Government statisticians said the UK is now the second most densely populated country in the 
world. CABE condemned many new homes for not having enough space for daily needs, including 
for storing recycling bins. The government declared 13,000 rural settlements protected areas 
where new shared ownership properties will always remain in shared ownership. The National 
Housing and Planning Advisory Unit singled out the South East for the highest growth in new 
homes, recommending building 53,800 new homes a year in the region. The National Trust said 
that plans to drill for oil in Bury Hill Wood, Surrey will have “unacceptable environmental impacts” . 
Green groups including CPRE won a High Court ruling that the case for a third runway must be 
heard in an open court. Defra produces a food security assessment, with the aim of securing food 
for a growing population and tackling climate change (eBulletin: http://tinyurl.com/2009sep ).  

September. CPRE Oxfordshire is successful in its challenge to the SE Plan, forcing a rethink by 
the government on how Oxford should be expanded. Shadow communities secretary Caroline 
Spelman advised Tory run councils to delay major developments until the Conservatives get into 
power, and promised to give local people more say on wind farms. Dunsfold Park Ltd lost its 
appeal against a decision to block plans for a 2,600 home eco-development in Surrey. Hilary Benn 
announced a new 'landscape scale' approach to countryside where reserves will be connected to 
each other so that animals can roam freely. Defra launched a campaign to persuade people to 
save 20 litres of water a day each. CPRE was among eight environment groups that publish a 
manifesto on climate change and the natural environment, Common Cause: the Green Standard, 
ahead of the election. Professor David MacKay, newly appointed chief scientific adviser at the 
Department of Energy and Climate Change, warned that the UK will begin to run out of power 
within seven years because new energy sources are not being built fast enough. Oxfordshire 
County Council blocked an attempt to halt the Cogges Link road in Witney by lodging a last minute 
objection to town green status for part of the route. A report to Essex County Council reve aled 
more than 60 ways that local authorities can improve rural life, including management of green 
space, energy policy and multifunctional use of buildings (eBulletin: http://tinyurl.com/2009oct ). 

October. Oxford City delayed its Core Strategy following CPRE Oxfordshire’s successful legal 
challenge to South East Plan. The Infrastructure Planning Commission started operating on 1 
October. Chairman Sir Michael Pitt said it has hit the ground running and that "the obvious priority 
is around energy”. CPRE called on the IPC to be an environmental champion, an independent 
judge, a defender of democracy, and an efficient decision-maker. The Civic Society Initiative said 
"there is a high level of disquiet" about the draf t PPS15 on Heritage. Natural England published a 
report showing that investment in the natural environment is critical to long term economic 
prosperity. CPRE announced it is to extend its tranquillity mapping to urban areas. Government 
ministers rejected calls for air flights over sensitive areas to be limited because "tranquillity is a 
subjective quality and as such can mean different things to different people”. E.ON announced that 
it has delayed plans to build a new 1940MW coal-fired power station at Kin gsnorth in Kent, 
blaming the global recession. A coalition of countryside groups, including CPRE, called for better 
internet access in rural areas. The government announced a Working Group for Traditional 
Markets to champion street, covered and farmers markets. The Competition Commission 
recommended that a competition test be introduced for planning decisions on larger grocery 
stores. Countryside campaigner John Venning, Chairman of CPRE Hampshire dies. Protect Kent 
wins the Charity category of the KOS Media Business Challenge 2009 (eBulletin: 
http://tinyurl.com/2009nov ).  



November. Six draft National Policy Statements on energy (fossil fuels, renewables, oil and gas 
pipelines, transmission networks, nuclear, and one overarching statement) were issued for 
consultation. They will form the basis for planning decisions made by the Infrastructure Planning 
Commission from March 2010. DCLG announced that planning authorities should also take into 
account the NPSs, thereby extending their remit to below -threshold projects. The Local 
Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009 became law replacing regional 
spatial and economic strategies with single regional strategies led by the RDAs. The government 
announced proposals for a second wave of eco-towns including the Shoreham Harbour scheme in 
West Sussex. The government confirmed that all new houses will be zero carbon from 2016. Hilary 
Benn signed an order confirming the designation of the South Downs National Park. CPRE Norfolk 
made its 30th annual environmental awards. CABE launched a Grey to Green campaign calling for 
a shift in funding and skills from grey to green infrastructure. The Royal Commission on 
Environmental Pollution said that light pollution is da maging to the natural environment and should 
be cut. Climategate erupted to the delight of climate sceptics. Environmental Protection UK said 
the government urgently needs to update its guidance on assessing the impact of noise from wind 
turbines. The CPRE Sussex called on the owners of Glyndebourne opera house not to go ahead 
with the wind turbine after new data show it will not generate as much power as forecast. Kent 
International Airport cut back its 25 -year expansion plan because of the recession. An ICM survey 
painted a gloomy picture of life in rural England with 24% saying that the sense of community in 
their village has declined. The Campaign for Farmed Environment was launched. Gordon Garraway 
of CPRE Oxfordshire won the Marsh Award for his work on the Oxford Green Belt Way (eBulletin: 
http://tinyurl.com/2009dec ).  

December.  The new PPS4: Planning for Sustainable Economic Growth was published, the 
government claimed it will protect town centres, local mark ets and rural life. A National Housing 
Federation study showed widespread support for affordable rural housing. Shadow housing 
minister Grant Shapps announced plans to create Local Housing Trusts which will be able to award 
permission for affordable housing. CABE, CPRE and the housing ministers for England and 
Scotland called for more council built housing and less emphasis on home ownership. 180,000 new 
homes have been built over domestic gardens in the past five years, the government admitted. 
Oxfordshire farmer Poul Christensen was confirmed as chairman of Natural England. A review into 
town green law was announced. The 15th world conference on climate change at Copenhagen 
resulted only in a weak accord. The government announced the creation of Infrastruc ture UK 
(IUK) to focus on renewal of Britain’s infrastructure including the low carbon transition. All homes  
in the UK will be fitted with smart electricity meters by 2020. Claims were made that the 
government suppressed recommendations on the effect of noise from wind farms. A secret report 
was submitted to ministers giving options for the route of High Speed Two, which is expected to 
cut through the Chilterns. A large number of consultations were launched as government 
departments shut down for Christmas and the New Year (this eBulletin: 
http://tinyurl.com/2009end ). 

CPRE South East eBulletin 
We hope you find this eBulletin useful. Please forward it to colleagues who you think it may 
interest. Forward eBulletin. I f you have been sent this eBulletin and would like to sign up to 
receive it direct, you can do so at http://tinyurl.com/cpreseeb . Unsubscribe or change your details. 

CPRE SE eBulletin is edited by Andy Boddington and its contents do not necessarily reflect the 
views and opinions of CPRE. If you have potential contributions, please email them to 
cprenews@gmail.com. 


