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Its been a busy month for news. As a result, some items are held over until next month. We have
been having a few technical problems with this and the Oxfordshire Briefing. If you have problems
reading them, links don’t work etc, don'’t think its your problem! Please let us know.

1. National Policy Statements for Energy

Energy. Six draft NSPs on fossil fuels (EN2), renewables (EN-3), oil and gas pipelines (EN-4),
transmission networks (EN-5), nuclear (EN-6), and one overarching statement (EN-1) will form the
basis for planning decisions made by the Infrastructure Planning Commission (IPC) from next
March. Consultation by DECC runs until 22 Feluary (http://tinyurl.com/npsenergy ). FOE & CPRE
protested that the consultation arrangements ignored communities. Dustin Benton said: "It is
frustrating that the process seems to be moving at a pace designed t o deliver infrastructure rather
than ensuring that the public are engaged”. Opposition politicians and campaign groups have also
called on the government to prioritise renewable energy ahead of nuclear plants. Liberal Democrat
Simon Hughes said "New nuclea is a reckless strategy for Britain's energy needs as it won't be
ready for many years and could only make a small contribution to Britain's demands" (Planning:
http://tinyurl.com/y9yg5qo ; Planning Portal: http://tinyurl.com/ydwdtw4 ; NEF:
http://tinyurl.com/yfyxvmm ; Telegraph: http://tinyurl.com/ygbrvhd ).

NPS extended to local decis ions? The NPSs were intended only to apply to large projects, but
DCLG seems intent on extending their remit to smaller projects decided by local planning
authorities. A letter sent to Chief Planning Officers, the Planning Inspectorate and the IPC says:
“NPSs may specifically set out policies which will need to be taken into account by decisionrmakers
other than the IPC... The policies in a draft NPS may also be relevant to planning applications for
below-threshold infrastructure or any appeals made under the Town and Country Planning Act.”
(http://tinyurl.com/yjnfy90 ).

Protected landscapes. The overarching energy NPS (EN1) makes it clear that the IPC may
“exceptionally” grant consent to development in protected la ndscapes:the IPC may, exceptionally
grant consent to development in Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Sites of Special Scientific
Interest and World Heritage Sites “if the development is demonstrated to be in the public
interest... including in terms of national considerations”. EN-1 also says “local landscape
designations should not be used in themselves to refuse consent, as this may unduly restrict
acceptable development”. If the landscape impact of, for example, wind farms, is capable of being
reversed, this may be taken into account as a mitigating factor by the IPC, as can the scale
existing infrastructure. “Infilling or redevelopment of major developed sites in the Green Belt, if
identified as such by the local planning authority, may be suitable fo r energy infrastructure.”

Overarching (EN -1). The NPS sets out the need for a mix of energy generation and the 14 main
criteria for judging impacts of developments: air emissions; biodiversity and geological
conservation; civil and military aviation and de fence interests; coastal change; dust, odour,
artificial light, smoke, steam and insect infestation; flood risk; historic environment; landscape a nd
visual impacts; land use including open space, green infrastructure & green belt; noise; socio-
economic; traffic and transport impacts; waste management; and water quality and resources.

Fossil fuels (EN -2). All fossil fuel generating stations of 300MW or more (except energy from
waste plants) must be ‘carbon capture ready’. In addition, all coal -fired generating stations must
have at least 300MW of their net output subject to carbon capture and storage (CCS) from the
outset. Particular impacts of fossil fuel generating stations that the IPC should consider are air
emissions, landscape and visual, noise; dust ard residue.



Renewables (EN -3). The NPS covers energy from biomass and/or waste (EfW), and onshore
and offshore wind. It does not cover tidal or wave power. The IPC does not need to consider the
source or sustainability of the proposed biomass fuel to be used in the proposed plant or the type
of technology used. Biomass (but not EfW) plants with a capacity of over 300MW will have to
demonstrate carbon capture readiness. The impacts of onshore wind farms that the IPC should
consider are biodiversity and geological conservation, the historic environment, landscape and
visual, noise, and traffic and transport; also shadow flicker. “The wider environmental benefits of
renewable energy projects may be sufficient to override the harm caused by locating them in the
Green Belt.”

Oil and gas pipelines (EN -4). Impacts of gas and oil pipelines the IPC should consider are noise
and vibration, landscape and visual, and water quality and resources; also soil geology.

Grid (EN -5). The particular impacts of electric lines that the IPC should consider are landscape
and visual, noise, and electric and magnetic fields. “The IPC should take into account that the cost
of undergrounding electricity cables is between ten and twenty times as much per unit length as
for an overhead line.” An alliance, including the Campaign for the Protection of Rural Wales, the
CPRE and the Campaign for National Parks is campaigning against three overheard lines in the
NPS, including the line from Dungeness in Kent to Exeter running through two National Parks and
three Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (http://tinyurl.com/cprepylons ).

Nuclear (EN -6). Up to 10 new nuclear power stations will be built to supply up to 25% of the
country’s power needs. “There will be a need for 60GW of net new electricity generating capacity
by 2025, of which 35GW should come from renewables and the remaining 25GW from other
sources. The government expects as much as possible of that 25GW to come from new nuclear
power stations.” Dungeness has been dropped from the shortlist because of fears over rising sea
levels. The remaining sites are: Braystones, Sellafield and Kirksanton, all in Cumbria; Heysham,
Lancashire; Hartlepool, Co Durham; Sizewell, Suffolk; Bradwell, Essex; Hinkey Point, Somerset;
Oldbury, Gloucestershire; Wylfa, Anglesey. Braystones and Kirksanton are in new locations, the
others next to existing sites. “The IPC need not consider the question of management and disposal
of nuclear waste”. If the IPC receives an application others sites, it should not refuse it but send it
to the Secretary of State for decision.

2. National Policy Statement for Ports

Ports. The DfT issued a draft NPS. Lord Adonis said “We believe our ports will need additional
capacity in order to support the resumption of economic growth”. The NPS restates the market -led
policy published in July 2007. “Capacity consented in the last five years [will] match growth in
national demand for container movements over the next twenty years [but] there needs to be
spare capacity, and that capacity needs to be locationally flexible.” The NPS does not nominate
specific ports for expansion but acknowledges Southampton’s plans to expand (Closing date: 15
February: http://tinyurl.com/npsports ).

3. Queen’s Speech
The speech was quite brief (No 10: http://tinyurl.com/yedzdta ).

Flood and Water Management Bill . The bill follows Sir Michael Pitt's review of the floods in
Summer 2007. It gives the Environment Agency overall responsibility for flood risk and clarifies the
role of councils and other authorities, The LGA complained that there was insufficient funding to
implement the bill (Planning Portal: http://tinyurl.com/yg525kb ; LGA: http://tinyurl.com/yg720se ).

Energy Bill. This aims to implement the government's route -map to a low carbon economy
including introducing a new financial incentive for carbon capture and storage demonstration
projects.

Rail. The Queen said her government would "respond to proposals for high-speed rail services
between London and Scotland”. Note the mention of Scotland, rather than the previous
expressions of to the West Midlands and possibly beyond.

The Heritage Protection Bill  , currently in draft, was not mentioned.



4. Planning

Infrastructure Planning Commission. DCLG has produced a brief guide to the IPC and NPSs
(http://tinyurl.com/ipcwork ). Shaun Spiers said the IPC is being sold as a means of tackling the
climate crisis but it is as likely to contribute to the problem (Guardian: http://tinyurl. com/yzaly2v).
Two new nuclear stations have been added to the IPC’s project list: Oldbury, Gloucestershire
(E.ON) and Wylfa, Isle of Anglesey (RWE npower), joining Hinkley Point, Somerset and Sizewell,
Suffolk (both EDF Energy) (http://tinyurl.com/ipcprog ).

The Local Democracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009 gained Royal
Assent. It brings in single regional strategies to replace regional spatial and economic strategies
(RSS & RES), and establishe Economic Prosperity Boards and Multi Area Agreements with
statutory duties (Planning Portal: http://tinyurl.com/ykke5n9 ; DCLG: http://tinyurl.com/y903kle ).
CPRE warne that it could have dire consequences: "For the first time the act will give regional
development agencies a lead role in planning for land use" (Planning: http://tinyurl.com/ybugx8q ).

Green belt. A Surrey farmer is battling to keep a house secretly built behind straw bales
(http://tinyurl.com/yer2v5c ). “Urban planning has led to shoddiness, squalor and ugliness in our
cities. Let's throw away the rulebook and allow pe ople to build where they want”, an attack on the
green belt and much else by Paul Barker (Times: http://tinyurl.com/yjwdo4v ).

Energy. The government is consulting on proposals to relax planning rules on small-scale
renewable power installations and electric vehicle charging points. Homeowners, developers and
businesses will be able to install on-site wind turbines, solar panels and other energy generating
devices without applying for planning permission, but ther e will be strict caveats about size, noise
levels, location and the visual impact on an area (Closing date: 9 February 2010; DCLG:
http://tinyurl.com/yhw7xf4 ; http://tin yurl.com/y9axc2a). Paul Miner for CPRE said he was
concerned that the proposals for wind turbines on farmland did not offer enough protection for
important landscapes (Times: http://tinyurl.com/y8nyyfb ). CPRE a$o said “We welcome renewable
energy, but if the beauty of the countryside isn't protected, it's a free -for-all. We could come to a
time in the future when we look back and wonder how we got it so wrong” (Daily Mail:
http://tinyurl.com/yh7sw8f ).

Planning permission  can now be extended by up to 5 years by planning authorities (Planning:
http://tinyurl.com/yf8nzxr ).

LDFs. CABE has issued “Planning for places. Deliveringgyood design through core strategies”
(http://tinyurl.com/yj9hadr ).

5. Eco Towns

Second wave. Housing Minister John Healey announced proposals for a second wave of ece
towns. The Shoreham Harbour schemein West Sussex has been revived, along with Northstowe in
Cambridgeshire. Ten locations in Taunton (Monkton Heathfield and Comeytrowe), Yeovil, Leeds
City Region (Aire Valley, York North West, North Kirklees and Bradford Shipley canal corridor),
Lincoln (Lincoln Area and Gainsborough) and Coventry are in the frame, with councils in Cornwall
and the Sheffield City Region considering options (http://tinyurl.com/yz5ngxt ).

Biodiversity. The Town and Country Planning Association has published new guidance on
protecting and enhancing biodiversity in eco-towns. It says the principle objectives for an Eco -
town Biodiversity Strategy are: protecting and enhancing the best of existing biodiversity;
mitigating the impact of d evelopment and securing net biodiversity gain; integrating biodiversity
with the built environment; increasing biodiversity's resilience and ability to adapt to climate
change (http://tinyurl.com/yjhj47p ).

Affor dable housing. The Town and Country Planning Association said that at least 30% of
housing in eco-towns must be affordable if the towns to succeed ( http://tinyurl.com/y8c9bf4 ).

Whitehill -Bordon. East Hampshire Ostrict Council is proposing up to 5,300 new homes in its
masterplan for the designated Whitehill-Bordon eco-town (Planning: http://tinyurl.com/yzu889z ).



Bicester. Government departments will spell out at an eco-town summit next month how the
5,000-home development will benefit Bicester (Oxford Times: http://tinyurl.com/yd3tb5u ).

6. Housing

Zero carbon. The government confirmed that all new houses will be zer o carbon from 2016 and
will require twice as much insulation as today. It is consulting on new non -domestic buildings
becoming zero carbon from 2019, public sector buildings from 2018 (Inside Housing:

http://tinyu rl.com/yh5ar2u; CLG: http://tinyurl.com/crz6ys ; http://tinyurl.com/ydem5fm ). It will
cost £500 billion to reduce carbon emissions from all existing homes by 60%, the Ho mes and
Communities Agency said (Inside Housing: http://tinyurl.com/ydw8zpr ).

NHPAU. Dr Peter Williams has been appointed interim Chair of the Board of the National Housing
and Planning Advice Unit (DCLG:http://tinyurl.com/yk85yur ).

Rural masterplanning prospectus. The government is providing £1 million to plan new
neighbourhoods in market towns to supply affordable rural housing in part response to the Taylor
Review (DCLG: http://tinyurl.com/ybs45ml ; http://tinyurl.com/ybhwgfm ).

7. Landscapes and Environment

South Downs National Park. Hilary Benn signed an order confirming the designation of the
National Park. The new 632 square mile protected area, home to an estimated 120,000 people,
will stretch from Beachy Head to the edge of Winchester. It will formally be created on 1 April
2010, when the current areas of outstandin g natural beauty designations in East Hampshire and
the Sussex Downs will be revoked (Grough: http://tinyurl.com/ygfmmsk ; Telegraph:
http://tinyurl.com/y8wcrs8 ; NE with map: http://tinyurl.com/cgcyps ). Alice Holt Forest is to be
included (PPBP:http://tinyurl.com/ykle3fz ). 400 protestors marched to defend Cissbury Ring,
which West Sussex council is threatening to sell (Grough: http://tinyurl.com/ycngl5e ).

National Parks. Defra is consulting on a new National Parks Circular and Vision Statement
(http: //tinyurl.com/ydzb9k4 ).

Norfolk Environment 'Oscars'. CPRE Norfolk has made its 30th annual environmental awards,
including to a school garden (EDP24: http://tinyurl.com/yzhucmo ; http://tinyurl.com/yb2c7n4 ).

Uplands, wetlands and marine. Natural England has published its 'Vital Uplands: 2060 policy.
Reports: http://tinyurl.com/yb99fhe ; http://tinyurl.com/yfu3bdb ). Hill farmers say the policy could
lead to an end to the sheep farming and the traditional landscape in areas like Dartmoor or
Northumberland (Telegraph: http://tinyurl.com/yf3r8n v). Natural England also warned that carbon
sinks such as tidal salt marshes, seagrass meadows, kelp forests need urgent protection to prevent
further damage to their carbon storage role (NE: http://tinyurl.com/y blg6tu). Natural England is
consulting on 10 possible marine Special Areas of Conservation and 2 potential Special Protection
Areas, including the outer Thames SPA fttp://tinyurl.com/ykg6s56 ). The Marine and Coastal
Access Bill has become law. It will allow conservation groups to map marine sites of nature
preservation and ultimately create a continuous path around the English coast. Landowners and
farmers remain unhappy with the proposal (Guardian: http://tinyurl.com/y9xunyk ; Telegraph:
http://tinyurl.com/yh3ofox ).

Flooding. The Environment Agency has extended deadline for responses to its Lower Thames
Strategy consultation until 18 December (http://tinyurl.com/ykwirym ). It also announced plans to
increase flood protection to 200,000 homes and businesses in England and Wales by 2015
(http:// tinyurl.com/yenrron).

Forests. Millions of trees should be planted to cover an extra 4% of the UK in woodland at a rate
of 23,000 hectares a year in order to tackle climate change, the Forestry Commission has
recommended (BBC: http://tinyurl.com/ygglbut ). A second study found that land areas around the
world totalling more than the size of Canada have been identified as having potential to be
restored to good quality, healthy forests (FC: http://tinyurl.com/yk6468f ).

Noise. The EU has launched an interactive noise map for Europe (ttp://tinyurl.com/eunoise ).



Litter. Autumn leaves are being dumped in landfill sites each year because they are being classed
as litter (Telegraph: http://tinyurl.com/yevqgtv ). CPRE in Skipton has been tackling chip shop litter
(CPRE Yorkshire:http://tinyurl.com/ yeeuaj4).

Light pollution.  “Light in the wrong place has become one of the major unaddressed pollution
problems in Britain today.” A significant report from the Royal Commission on Environmental
Pollution says that the benefits of lighting have been over stated and that light pollution could be
damaging to the natural environment and should be cut ( http://tinyurl.com/rceplight ). Surrey
County Council is to replace its street lights, cutting light pollution and saving energy (RRL:
http://tinyurl.com/y9pxmu5 ).

Green infrastructure.  CABE has launched a Grey to Green campaign calling for a shift in funding
and skills from grey to green infrastructure. This means moving a proportion of investment in
projects like road building and heavy engineering to networks of green spaces to provide flood
protection and cut carbon emissions (http://tinyurl.com/ye9jkk9 ).

Green belt threats. The Sunday Telegraph named towns or areas proposed for green belt cuts
and reviews: Bath, Bedworth, Bournemouth, Bristol, Bromsgrove, Broxbourne, Cheltenham,
Chertsey, Coventry, Gloucester, Guildford, Harlow, Hatfield, Hemel Hempstead, Maidenhead,
Nottingham, Nuneaton, Oxford, Redditch, Redhill, Reigate, Rushcliffe, Stevenage, Solihull,
Tunbridge Wells, Welwyn, and Woking. There could also be cuts in Leeds, Lichfield, Newcastle
under-Lyme, Worcester and in West Yorkshire beyond Leeds. Sean Furey for Protect Iént said
there is no justification to relax the boundaries in the Tunbridge Wells area (Telegraph:
http://tinyurl.com/yz2mcvm ; http://tinyurl.com/yfze55z ; http://tinyurl.com/yz3p5I3 ; Kent News:
http://tinyurl.com/yc2kkx5 ). Residents are attempting to get part of the proposed Pinewood
expansion site declared a village green (Times: http://tinyurl.com/ykn7nnr ).

Heritage. Planning authorities no longer have to notify the government of applications for listed
building consent unless English Heritage or a heritage body objects (DCLG:
http://tinyurl.com/yebdxne ). Planning minister John Healey has said he will redraft proposals for
PPS15 on the historic environment after fierce criticism of the draft issued for consultation
(Planning: http://tinyurl.com/yelg9r4 ).

8. Climate Change

Public attitudes.  The Times published a poll showing that public attitudes towards climate
change are split and have become more sceptical of the scientific case for man-induced global
warming (http://tinyurl.com/clcviews ; survey data: http://tinyurl.com/popclc ):

i 41% accept as an scientific fact that global warming is occurring and is largely man-made
i 32% believe that the link is not yet proved

i 8% say that blaming man is environmentalist propaganda

I 15% that the world is not warming.

Global Warnings. In the countdown to Copenhagen, there has been a deluge of reports and
warnings. Here are just a few. Global CO2 emissions from fossil fuels have risen 29% since 2000,
41% of 1990 (EE: http://tinyurl.com/yzr2ylm ). Global greenhouse gas emissions will be 9% below
what they were expected to be in 2012 as a result of the recession, delaying by five years the
point at which global temperatures rise by more than 2C above pre -industrial levels (Telegraph:
http://tinyurl.com/y8sch6a ). The Met Office nevertheless warned that the world has only ten years
to tackle global warming (Telegraph: http://tinyurl.com/yl8xw3b ). Global temperatures could rise
by an average of 6°C by the end of the century, the Antarctic Survey says (Guardian:
http://tinyurl.com/yhkwd45 ). The Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research said that if
temperatures continued to increase at the present rate, by 2100 the sea level would rise by up to
1.4 metres —twice that predicted two years ago (Times: http://tinyurl.com/yk75qgzf ; Telegraph:
http://tinyurl.com/y8a7rqd ). The world will need to suck carbon from the atmosphere to avert
permanent damage to the climate, according the chairman of the UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) (Times:http://tinyurl.com/ygygwn3 ). Lord Smith, Chairman of the
Environment Agency, said that everyone in Britain should have their own carbon budget to limit



how many foreign holidays they take and how many miles they drive (Telegraph:
http://tinyurl.com/ykkjlle ). Radical cuts to the UK's emissions will cause barely noticeable increases
in the price of food, drink and most other goods by 2050 (NS: http://tinyurl.com/ykraekw ).

Climategate erupted to the delight of climate sceptics, after emails were hacked from t he
University of East Anglia. Sceptics are claiming that the emails show that the whole climate change
debate is a conspiracy; and scientists & environmentalists, while concerned with seemingly
unethical conduct, say it makes no difference to the weight of the evidence. The IPCC is to
investigate (Times: http://tinyurl.com/yzfvsjz ; and more than 2,000 other press articles in the last
2 days alone).

9. Energy

Renewables. It will be physically impossible for the UK to meet its renewable energy targets in
both the short and long term, the Institution of Mechanical Engineers claimed. It said that the
government should invest in geo-engineering technologies that would either bounce sunlight back
into space or soak up CO2 in the atmosphere. The government said the report was too negative
(Guardian: http://tinyurl.com/ydsmc44 ). Small-scale renewable electricity schemes could generate
more than twice the output of Sizewe Il B nuclear power station by 2020 if ministers improve the
proposed Clean Energy Cashback scheme due to be launched in April next year, according to
Friends of the Earth (http://tinyurl.com/yjworsp ). The Renewables Advisory Board warned the
proposed Feedin Tariffs (FiTs) levels will not generate the investment needed to increase the
uptake of smaller scale renewables (EE:http://tinyurl.com/ycoovxw ). The Energy Techndogies
Institute is launching projects to analyse the impact of renewable energy sources on the country’s
electricity grid (EE: http://tinyurl.com/yzg3wxm ).

Wind. Building sufficient turbines will cost more than £100 billion over the next 12 years, the
same as 25 nuclear reactors. Critics say spending on household energy efficiency would be a
better use of the money (Times: http://tinyurl.com/y8ghob7 ). Adrian Snook, chief executive of
Stop the Spin (http://tinyurl.com/stswind ), said that the notion that electricity providers will be
able to win large-scale public support for inland wind projects is completely misconceived. The
British Wind Energy Association retorted that Snook may be unwilling to recognise the local
economic benefits, including tourism, brought by wind and other clean energy developments
(Guardian: http://tinyurl.com/y k2tasq; http://tinyurl.com/y8oby7x ). Environmental Protection UK
says the government urgently needs to update its guidance on assessing the impact of noise from
wind turbines. Current guidance assumes that background noise at ground level, such as the
rustling of leaves, will help mask the noise of the blades turning. Turbines are becoming so big,
the group says, that any masking effect on the ground could be cancelled out (BBC:
http://tinyurl.com/yccjcdn ). The Duke of Northumberland condemned wind farms and said he does
not allow them on his land (Journal: http://tinyurl.com/yhngnjp ). Britains biggest developer of
offshore wind farms is selling out saying they are too expensive to develop (Times:
http://tinyurl.com/yanhcd8 ). Wind energy recently provided more than half of Spain's total
electricity needs for several hours (Guardian: http://tinyurl.com/yk5eoum ). A large area of
northern and western Scotland could be set aside to create a Special Protection Area for the
golden eagle, blocking wind farms (Independent: http://tinyurl.com/yzxptxj ).

Glyndebourne. The South Downs Environmental Protection Consortium has called on the owners
of the opera house not to go ahead with the Glyndebourne wind turbine after data showed it will

not generate as much power as previously forecast. Stuart Meier of Sussex CPRE said: "We always
said this was the wrong place to put an industrial -scale turbine, not least due to lack of wind.
Glyndebourne's own tests have now shown their claimed figures were wrong. They should now
back down, and find a better way to invest in renewable energy" (Sussex Express:
http://tinyurl.com/yk3d6yg ; SDL.: http://tinyurl.com/yc50648 ).

Biomass. There is an insufficient supply of biomass to meet the Department for Energy and
Climate Change (DECC) target of 15% of the UK's renewable energy to be generated from
biomass by 2020. “The low volume of UK supply means that every year power generators will
import millions of tonnes of wood chips, elephant grass, palm kernels and olive pellets to feed



their huge biomass facilities” (NEF: http://tinyurl.com/ygq5I3k ). A report published by a group of
environmental organisations raises fresh concerns about biofuels causing more environmental
harm than good. The central issue is the impact of indirect land use change (ILUC), where
agricultural land is turned over to biofuel feedstock and land elsewhere is converted to agriculture
(T&E: http://tinyurl.com/ykmmh37 ).

10. Transport

Rail. The British Chambers of Commerce says the UK economy could benefit it by as much as £55
billion from a UK-wide high-speed rail network, and the business and environmental case supports
the building of a new rail network as soon as possible (Planning: http://tinyurl.com/yemmoav ).

Aviation. Kent International Airport, based at Manston has cut back its 25 -year expansion plan
because of the recession (BBC:http://tinyurl.com/ycc6ktc ). Sir Nicholas Grimshaw, the president
of the Royal Academy, is to be named lead designer of Heathrow's £8bn third runway expansion,
despite his reputation as a green architect (Guardian: http://tinyurl.com/ycy3xxr ). The leader of
Medway Council, said that Boris Johnson’s proposed airport in the Thames would blight the area
with 24-hour flights, increase noise and air pollution and destroy some of the UK's most important
wildlife reserves (Guardian: http://tinyurl.com/yafwluv ). Fuel efficiency of new aircraft has barely
improved since 2000 (FoE: http://tinyurl.com/yb4mp4p ). The Institution of Civil Engineers said the
number of people flying could fall as air travel becomes socially unacceptable, and regional
airports could be forced to close (http://tinyurl.com/ychemyp ).

11. Rural Affairs, Farming and Food

England in gloom.  An ICM survey painted a gloomy picture of life in rural England — with one in
four, 24%, saying that the sense of community in their village had declined, while 26% said
second home owners have had a negative impact on the place in which they lived. AlImost half of
those in the countryside, 47%, believe that people who oppose all new homes in rural areas are
damaging the future of their village or market town (Politics: http://tinyurl.com/y8rwk3y ). 'lcons'
of English countryside disappearing fast, Bill Bryson warned. Village pubs, phone boxes and other
defining features of the English countryside need to be protected "before the only icons we have
left are corporate logos” (Telegraph: http://tinyurl.com/ykgnjmd ).

The Campaign for Farmed Environment has been launched. It aims to encourage farmers and
land managers to adopt or continue practices that increase or retain the environmental benefits of
farmland (FWI: http://tinyurl.com/yhqgtfk ; Defra: http://tinyurl.com/yecakr8 ).

Food. More than £12bn worth of food and drink that could have been consumed is thrown out
every year by householders, according to Wrap (Guardian: http://tinyurl.com/yexflkd ).

Local food. Compared with 18 months ago, a third more Todmorden now grow their own
vegetables; almost seven in 10 now buy local produce regularly, and 15 times as many people are
keeping chickens (Independent: http://tinyurl.com/yck8yrn ).

12. Campaigning

Stalking Protestors. A high court injunction under the 1997 Protection from Harassment Act is
becoming the weapon of choice to slap down protests. The tactic was first used against
environmentalists during the Oxfordshire Radley Lakes canpaign, and was subsequently the basis
for the infamous BAA Heathrow injunction. Now human rights lawyers say the use of high court
harassment injunctions has become so widespread that public spaces throughout the country are

being designated protest no-go zones (Guardian: http://tinyurl.com/yg4f2j3 ; letter:
http://tinyurl.com/yllegn4 ).

Marsh Award. Gordon Garraway (below, right), CPRE Oxfordshire’s Rights of Way Consu#nt,
has won this year's Marsh Award for the benefit of rural England. He was nominated for his work
on the Oxford Green Belt Way, the 50 mile circular recreational walk around Oxford's Green Belt
(CPRE Oxon:http: //tinyurl.com/ytguff ).
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We hope you find this eBulletin useful. Please forward it to colleagues who you think it may
interest. Forward eBulletin. If you have been sent this eBulletin and would like to sign up to
receive it direct, you can do so at http://tinyurl.com/cpreseeb . Unsubscribe or change your details

CPRE SE eBulletin is edited by Andy Boddington and its contents do not necessarily reflect the
views and opinions of CPRE. If you have potential contributions, please email them to
cprenews@gmail.com



