CPRE South East eBulletin
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25 February 2011

Welcome to the CPRE South East eBulletin. Our audience is CPRE and its friends. Please feel free to
circulate it. If you are not on our circulation list and want to receive the eBulletin regularly, just let
me know at cprenews@gmail.com.

The main news this month is the government retreat on selling off England’s forests. The
government will now spend six months reviewing options for the future of our woodlands.

In Lincolnshire, plans for Britain’s first super-diary was withdrawn after huge public protest.

As the Localism Bill continues its progress through Parliament, the way the bill will work is
becoming clearer. Meanwhile, confusion continues on the role of regional spatial strategies in
planning matters. The government succeeded in overturning the Carla Home’s decision but a
planning inspector insisted that the future abolition of RSS carries little weight in current decisions.

Many of you will read this eBulletin on Edward Dawson’s last day as director of CPRE South East.
Everyone within CPRE South East wishes Edward all success for the future and we thank him for
his huge efforts to protect the countryside and its communities over the last ten years.

Andy Boddington, Editor
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The Localism Bill
1. Greg Clark on Localism

Decentralisation Minister Greg Clark gave the CPRE Annual Lect ure (24dash:
http://tinyurl.com/clarkcpre ; Speech and comment:  http://bit.ly/cpredebates ). He said:

“Our built environment has been a source of incalculable pleasure and benefit for generations.
In rural areas, the interplay of natural beauty and human stewardship has made this
country’s landscapes the envy of the world. I am in favour of, and want to see more of,
properly planned, properly managed, locally-supported growth—uwell sited, well designed;
meeting the right environmental standards; and in tune with what local people want.
Neighbourhood planning will be a radical new means for people to influence growth and
shape the look and feel of the places where they live. Voluntary and community groups such
as the CPRE, with their understanding of the grass roots, could play a vital role in enthusing,
informing and inspiring local communities.”

Shaun Spiers, CPRE'’s Chief Executive, responded: “Empowering local comm unities to the places
where they live should be a central part of the new planning system... We welcome the aspirations

that underpin the Localism Bill. As the Bill progresses we want to work with the Government to

ensure that local and neighbourhood plans d eliver truly sustainable development that meets local
needs.” Shaun called for a stronger emphasis on sustainable development, expressed concerns

about the LEPs, and argued for a third party right of appeal.

Clark to respond to blog. Minister Greg Clark ha s agreed to respond to comments made on the
CPRE localism blog. You can make your comments at http://bit.ly/cpredebates . There is also a
discussion on the Localism Bill on the CPRE members’ blog: http://bit.ly/locblog

2. House of Commons Committees

Public Bill Committee. After its Second Reading, the Public Bill Committee examines a bill
clause by clause. The committee has so far held 16 sessions to examine the Localism Bill
(http://bit.ly/htPUYI ). The committee meets until 10 March. The committee has heard oral
evidence local authorities, and the housing, planning and environmental lobbies, including CPRE.
The governmen tis suggesting it will accept some amendments to the Bill, but largely it is rejecting
new clauses that seek to make the bill more specific. Shadow housing minister Alison Seabeck,
and shadow local government ministers Jack Dromey and Barbara Keeley are s pearheading the
opposition’s attacks on the Bill. Many of the Labour amendments are designed to make the Bill
more prescriptive. Keeley said: “The Bill has not been properly scrutinised. It has not been the
subject of consultation. It is rushed, and... it is ragged.” For the government, communities and
local government minister Andrew Stunell said: “We believe, and are advised, that we have
produced a fireproof Bill.”

Environmental Audit Committee. A one off session of the committee on 16 February took
eviden ce on sustainable development from CPRE, the Town and Country Planning Association,
Friends of the Earth and the CLG (  http:/bit.ly/fHSYfE ).

3. Duty to Cooperate

Public Bill Committee. Decentralisation minis  ter Greg Clark committed to strengthening the
duty to cooperate that would require local authorities to work together across council boundaries

to help fill the void left by the abolition of regional -level planning. He said: “| acknowledge the
opportunity that we have to strengthen that duty to co -operate, to make it bite and to make it
more encompassing that it is... so | undertake to return during the Bill's passage with a set of
government amendments with the objective of achieving as much consensus as pos sible”
(Hansard: http://bit.ly/gCNWGI ). Friends of the Earth said “Directing the general power of
competence towards delivering on sustainable development would create change from business as
usual on the ground” (Hans  ard: http://bit.ly/gYZzR1 ).
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4. Sustainable Development

Public Bill Committee. A Labour amendment that a planning authority must have regard to
sustainable development and the Secretary of State must lay bef ore Parliament an order to define
it was withdrawn. Labour also proposed an amendment that would give a presumption in favour

of sustainable development if local plans are not in place and ensure the lack of a development

plan could not be grounds turning down planning permission. Greg Clark indicated he was
sympathetic to this amendment (Planning Portal: http://bit.ly/hEChyl ). He said: “I have no
objection in principle to the idea of referring to sustainable developmen t. My only caution... is

that, so far, we have made a distinction in all previous legislation between planning policy and the
structural aspects of planning... Sustainable development needs to be kept up to date as a
principle, and it is my intention to elevat e its role and increase its clarity in the national planning
policy framework.” He worried that a legal definition of sustainable development could be

overtaken by new technologies (Hansard: http://bit.ly/gCNWGi ).

Env ironmental Audit Committee . CPRE said planning reforms should not just be driven by the
need for economic growth and it supported a presumption of sustainable development providing it

was in line with the local development plan. “The Localism Bill should b e amended to ensure that
neighbourhood plans are developed with the objective of contributing to sustainable

development.” It called for the bill to define sustainable development and said it was concerned

about the economically focused remit of local ente rprise partnerships, which is likely to

undermine the achievement of sustainable development ( http://bit.ly/i3WoB2 ).

5. Neighbourhood Plans

Public Bill Committee. Friends of the Earth condemned the proposals for Neighbourhood
Development Orders as “onerous and benefit the developer rather than the community. They

reduce local public involvement in the planning system, and limit the window of opportunity for
influence and engagement to a period before the order is adopted.” It called for: “Neighbourhood
Plans [to] have a specific objective to set out how they will address climate change, both in terms

of mitigation and adaptation policies” (Hansard: http://bit.ly/gYZzR1 ).

Elsewhere. Local planning authorities are to be given additional funding to help them support
local communities in drawing up neighbourhood plans (Planning: http://bit.ly/eVk30Q ).

6. Local Enterprise Partners hips

Public Bill Committee. Labour unsuccessfully proposed a new clause defining the role of LEPs,
saying it was “disappointed that the Government have failed to include provisions in the Bill that
would put local enterprise partnerships on a statutory foo ting” (Hansard: http://bit.ly/f7trki ):

i working with government to set out key investment priorities, including transport

i bidding for the Regional Growth Fund; accessing and delivering European Regional
Development Fun ding; coordinating approaches to gaining funding from the private sector

i supporting high growth businesses and leading changes in how they are regulated locally

i making representation on national planning policy and involving business is in strategic
planni ng applications

i strategic housing delivery, including pooling and aligning funding streams

i working to help local workless people into jobs

i developing incentives on renewable energy projects and Green Deal

i aiding delivery of other national priorities such as digital infrastructure.

Greg Clark opposed the motion telling the committee: “The [LEP] arrangements have been made
voluntarily. Do they need to be in statute?... We are not talking about creatures of Government —
bodies that are there, as the RDAs were, to act as branch officers of Government.”
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7. Housing

Public Bill Committee. Labour MP Nick Raynsford attempted to introduce an amendment that
would insist that local development documents specify housing need and demand, and plans for
meeting that demand, was defeated on division.

Environmental Audit Committee. CPRE attacked the New Homes Bonus saying the scheme
should only reward housing delivered in line with the development plan ( http://bit.ly/i3W9oB2

8. Town Centres

Public Bill Committee. A Labour amendment to clause 91 insisting local authorities have regard
to a Town Centre First Policy was withdrawn. However, Greg Clark said the government would
strengthen and clarify a ‘town centre first’ policy in the National Planning Policy Framework
(Grocer: http://bit.ly/etc52q ).

Elsewhere. A mere 22 MPs have signed the Early Day Motion calling for the Localism Bill to
include a duty to promote sustainable high st reets (http://bit.ly/eXltsz ; Express:
http://bit.ly/g6y6yC ). Retail analysts are divided on whether the Localism Bill can help revive
high streets. “Out  -of-town retail is more conv  enient for people to get to and retailers make more
money from it, it works for the retailer it works for the shopper”, one argued (Retail Gazette:
http://bit.ly/gVvIBx ; http://bit.  ly/g7rOG3 ). The Association of Convenience Stores is
campaigning for a statutory duty to promote sustainable high streets in the bill. It named Bicester

and Andover as the towns most dominated by Tesco (Grocer: http://  bit.ly/g6ojYO ).

9. National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)

Public Bill Committee. Greg Clark said he would reflect on the suggestion that there should be a
reference to the national planning policy framework in the bill (Hansard: http://bit.ly/gCNWGi

Elsewhere. The Woodland Trust claimed planning reforms could slip under radar in aftermath of
public forest debate and urged public to demand retention of a woodland protection clause in the
NPPF. Chief exec utive Sue Holden said: “It is vital that people are aware of the importance of the
ancient woodland protection provision in PPS9 —which could easily disappear under the reforms”
(http://bit.ly/e3bHQx ). CLG strongly deni ed the claims: “This is simply untrue... Condensing the
sprawling volumes of planning guidance will not undermine the local environment; it will just

make planning rules more accessible and easier to read” (Planning Portal: http://bit.ly/g6rHCU

10. Third Party Right of Appeal

Public Bill Committee. Friends of the Earth said: “If the Government wants to reverse a situation
where communities feel railroaded (particularly apparent in the case of some supermarket
developments...) a limited third party right of appeal is essential” (Hansard: http://bit.ly/gYZzR1

Elsewhere. Greg Clark told the Adam Smith Institute: “It's paradoxical on one hand to design a
system that’s about pu  tting choice first —that’s about giving local people better opportunities to
draw up high -quality plans for their neighbourhoods and local areas —and then, with the other
hand, to give greater chances to appeal against decisions made on the basis of those pl ans”
(http://bit.ly/eitnyh ).

11. CPRE SE eBulletin and the Localism Bill

We will be issuing a special eBulletins following the progress of the bill as and when needed. Our

two previous specials on the Localis  m Bill are available online:

i 14 December 2010: The Localism Bill (issued the morning after the bill was published)
(http://bit.ly/lochilll ).

i 5 February 2011: Update on the Localism Bill (especially neighbourhood pla ns)
(http://bit.ly/lochill2 ).
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The Great Forest Sell  -Off Called Off

Caroline Spelman 2 February: “The concern has in large part been whipped up on the back of
ludicrous speculation in the media.” Caroline Spelman 17 February: “I am sorry, we got this
one wrong, but we have listened to people’s concerns.”

12. Timeline

29 October. Reacting to press speculation, Defra confirms that it plans to sell off the public forest
estate ( http://bit.ly/ecqQQO ).

24 November . Environment minister Jim Paice tells the House of Lords Agriculture, Fisheries and
Environment Sub -Committee that most, perhaps all publicly owned Forest will be sold
(http://bi t.ly/gW3Jtu ).

27 January. Caroline Spelman announces the consultation on the sell -off and promises that
heritage forests will be protected ( http://bit.ly/gll1jh ). CPRE calls for stronger guarantees to
protect landsca pe quality and wildlife (  http://bit.ly/gnM8VH ). The Woodland Trust, which the
government did not consult on the sell -off, launches its campaign to save England’s forests
(http://bit  ly/fommuQ ).

28 January. The Guardian reports that the National Trust is ready to step in to save English
woodlands ( http://bit.ly/hCLbte ).

3 February. MP voted to support the forest sell  -off by a comfortable majorit  y of 50 votes, although
seven coalition MPs rebelled (Guardian: http://bit.ly/hXRFzF ). Conservative MPs Zac Goldsmith
(Richmond Park) and Julian Lewis (New Forest East) were among the rebels (full list:

http://bit.ly/idROct ).

4 February. The National Trust warns the policy has “lots of holes”. The Trust’s director general

Fiona Reynolds said the consultation, which she had not seen until it was published, raised many
unanswered que stions on how the scheme would work. She said the proposals were a “very big

ask” of any charity (24dash: http://bit.ly/h7FDQe ). The government “are certainly talking to us
now, after there has been such a public outcr y,” she tells the Telegraph (  http://bit.ly/eEXphE ).
“Environmental pressure groups successfully routed previous attempts to sell -off the forests, this
time they have been nowhere to be seen”, Geoffrey Lean said. “Their absence speaks volumes
about the increasing irrelevance and near -terminal timidity of bodies such as Friends of the

Earth, the Ramblers’ Association and CPRE... CPRE —once so strong and savvy that it seriously
worried governments, but now ineffective and lar gely ignored” (Telegraph: http://bit.ly/fQOB9s ;
see also Jonathan Porritt:  http:/bit.ly/icbtpm ).

11 February. Caroline Spelman tells parliament in a written statement that the fi rst phase sell -off
of 15% of Forestry Commission England properties will be delayed. Shadow Environment
Secretary Mary Creagh says: “This is a panic measure by a government which has been spooked

by the huge public outcry.” David Babbs of 38 Degrees says: “Our people -powered campaign has
pushed the Government to postpone the start of the sell -off. But if David Cameron hopes the fuss
will now die down, he’s going to be disappointed” (Defra: http://bit.ly/hzvTiV ; BBC:
http://bbc.in/g8Qmmq ; Grough: http://bit.ly/fvmgox ; Daily Mail:  http://bit.ly/eX8sFP ).

11 February .CPRE Surrey says the planned sell  -off is “ill -conceived” and could rob the county of
some of its most valued woodland assets (Get Surrey: http://bit.ly/eu43Vp ).

15 February. More than half a million people have signed the 38 Degrees petition
(http://bit.ly/geEiHu ) and 100,000 the Woodland Trust petition ( http://bit.ly/hheJGx ).

16 February. Prime Minister David Cameron is tackled on the sell -off during Prime Minister's
Questions. Edward M iliband asks: “Can the Prime Minister tell us whether he is happy with his
flagship policy on forestry?”. Cameron responds: “The short answer to that is no.” (Independent:
http://ind.pn/gZsWcM ).

17 February. Defra sec retary Caroline Spelman announces that the sale is off and the traditional
civil service backtracking mechanism of a review will be brought into play. She tells parliament:
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“I have taken a decision to end the consultation... I take full responsibility for that. I am now
doing so because it is quite clear from the early responses to the consultation that the public
and many MPs are not happy with the proposals we set out.

Second, the Government will support the removal of the forestry clauses from the Public
Bodies Bill.

And thirdly I would like to announce that I am establishing an independent Panel to consider
forestry policy in England [reporting] this autumn” (http:/ /bit.ly/e2fEXJ).

17 February. Campaign groups around  the country celebrated the news. “Victory!” was a simple
message from 38 Degrees ( http://bit.ly/hKD2fd ). CPRE Kent welcomed the decision but said “the
battle is by no means over” (Kent News: http://bit.ly/fm7Q4H ). Ben Stafford, CPRE’s Head of
Campaigns, said: “The Government has listened to the overwhelming opposition to its proposals

to sell public forests and woods in England, and made the right decision in scrapping the

consultat ion” ( http://bit.ly/fSJUAX ). Sue Holden chief executive of the Woodland Trust said, “We
welcome the opportunity for a more considered approach... but our campaign continues... there is

still an acute need for better protec  tion of Ancient Woodland” ( http://bit.ly/egm5I2 ).

17 February. Protect Kent holds a public meeting to raise awareness of the potential sell -off of the
much treasured Bedgebury Forest near Tunbridge Wells ( http://bit.ly/fbieVy ).

18 February. The Woodland Trust publishes its Manifesto for forests calling for new protection for
ancient woodland; and government commitments to restore all planted ancient woods in its
ownership to woodl and creation ( http://bit.ly/e0JYTK ; http://bit.ly/e3bHQx ).

Planning and Environmental News
13. Abolition of Regional Spatial Strategies

High Court says planners must take account of abolition . Councils have to take into account
the proposed axing of regional spatial strategies when making planning decisions, the High Court
confirmed in the second judicial review by house builder Cala Homes against the government’s
attemptt o scrap regional spatial strategies. It has endorsed the government’s position that

councils should consider the future axing of the regional planning documents when making

planning decisions (Planning: http://bit.ly/dS daH4). Earlier this week, CALA Homes was granted
permission to appeal its High Court defeat (Planning: http://bit.ly/hZa3kf ).

Inspector says scrapped regional targets should ‘carry little weight’ . In an appeal agains t
Winchester City Council’s refusal of planning permission for 33 dwellings on a greenfield reserve

site in Alresford, a planning inspector concluded the Government’s intention to scrap regional

housing targets should “attract little weight” in planning de cisions. He found that, when
measured against the requirements of the South East Plan, there was a significant shortfall in the

five year supply of housing land in the area and said the reserved site should be released for
development. The council said com  munities secretary Eric Pickles’ intention to abolish regional
strategies was a “highly significant matter” but the Inspector considered it to “carry little weight

The requirement for a five  -year supply of housing land in PPS3 had a significant influence on the
Inspector’s decision (APP/L1765/A/10/2133702; http://bit.ly/heHVEM ).

14. Local Enterprise Partnerships

LEPs and planning . A survey by Planning magazine has found that only two LEPs have firm

intention s to lead on strategic economic planning. The Thames Valley Berkshire LEP plans to lead

on development of transport and infrastructure plans while the North East LEP will produce a

strategic transport plan for the area. At least ten other LEPs said that th ey would have some
involvement in planning that does not include producing strategic plans. A spokeswoman for

DCLG said: “Consistent with localism, we will not be prescribing planning roles for LEPs —itis for
them to decide what roles they want to take on. " However, it does “not anticipate LEPs formally
subsuming local authorities’ statutory plan -making or development control powers” (Planning:
http://bit.ly/gLy9wi ).
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New LEPs. Decentralisation Minister, Greg Clark and Minister for Business, Mark Prisk confirmed
the Enterprise M3 LEP —covering parts of Hampshire and Surrey —with a population of 1m and
£25bn economic area ( http://tinyurl.com/6ddk9rx ). Approval has been giventoa pan -London
Local Enterprise Partnership, co  -chaired by Boris Johnson (LocalGov: http://bit.ly/hTzDAS5 ).

Regional Growth Fund. LEPs in the South East have made 33 bids to the fund, the third lowest
of the regions (BIS: http://bit.ly/f9JS13 ).

Opinion. The former communities secretary, John Denham attacked the coalition’s faltering

blueprint for regional growth, saying LEPs must be handed control of Britain’s skills strategies
and a multibillion -pound cash pot if they are to succeed (LocalGov: http://bit.ly/dLUB91 ).

15. Other Planning News
Design merger.  Grant Shapps confirmed that CABE and the Design Council will merge their

activities on design for housing. He promised it would give communities greater say in the design
of local housing (Planning Portal: http://bit.ly/gw5Mdo ; CLG: http://tinyurl.com/677pqvz ;

CABE: http:/ftinyurl.com/4kptotl ). Councils and developers could be charged for independent
reviews of proposed schemes after the merger (Planning: http://bit.ly/ex1Cfs ).
Infrastructure Planning Commission . Fifty six projects are now in the IPC pipeline. They include

20 wind farms (9 offshore). In the South East they include the Kentish Flats Windfarm Extension
(http://bit.ly/fAjOG2 ), the A21 improvement ( http://bit.ly/gG64PW ), the Isle of Wight Offshore
Wind Farm ( http://bit.ly/h4x5Lq ), and the Port of Southampton Biomass Energy Plant
(http://bit.ly/gNzPVy ). The work of the IPC will be taken over by the Planning Inspectorate when
the Localism Bill becomes law. The timetable for the largest energy projects is slipping, says

Angus Walker on his infrastructure planning blog ( http://bit.ly/epEWA2 ).

Travellers and gypsies . The Planning Inspectorate has published its uncompleted review of the
South East Regional Strategy on Provisions for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople.
The partia | review has no legal status ( http://bit.ly/ifmsjC ).

Polytunnels . Following the Appeal Court decision to allow polytunnels in the Wye Valley Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, CPRE’s Emma Marrington said in a letter to the Telegraph:
“Upholding planning permission for polytunnel development in a designated landscape, without

carrying out an Environmental Impact Assessment, is short -sighted. The court decision may
encourage similar development in other areas of high la ndscape value” ( http:/bit.ly/fQdzOJ ).

Around the South East. The green belt in South Buckinghamshire has stronger protection after

the South Bucks District Council Core Strategy was found sound by a planning inspecto r who
said: “There is therefore no need for a comprehensive review of green belt boundaries at this time,

nor any need to look further for other housing land in the green belt” (Planning:

http://bit.ly/g6Lnm3 ; South Bu cks DC: http://bit.ly/efYn6R ). The Save Historic Newmarket Ltd
(SHNL) campaign group have launched a High Court bid to challenge the housing provision in

Forest Heath District Council's Core Strategy which they claim t hreatens Newmarket's position as
“the capital of the horseracing industry” (Crawley Observer: http://bit.ly/fkFKH6 ).

16. Housing

New Homes Bonus “unlawful and cash for sprawl”. Grant Shapps announced the fina | design of
the New Homes Bonus which rewards councils for building new homes with a bonus worth six

years of the council tax paid on the property (24dash: http://bit.ly/gDbMGa ; CLG:
http://bit.ly/h9ZazL ). CPRE said its honorary standing counsel, John Hobson QC, and fellow

legal panel member, Stephen Whale, concluded that the scheme would be unlawful. “Any

planning permission granted on the basis that the NHB scheme or a grant under it is a material
consideration stands a good chance of being quashed in a claim for judicial review” (24dash:
http://bit.ly/f41v08 ). Shaun Spiers, CPRE’s Chief Executive, said: “The final details of the New
Homes Bonu s revealed today are a recipe for planning chaos, with potentially grave consequences

for the countryside. How can any important planning decision be considered impartial and

balanced when there is a big pile of cash sitting on the table? It is little more then cash for sprawl”
(http://bit.ly/ggYuVI ). The National Housing Federation said the scheme will favour local
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authorities in the south because of the higher value of homes in their areas (Inside Housing:
http://bit.ly/hR5kgh ). Steve Lees of SmartNewHomes, said: “The question remains whether this
money will be enough to counter nimbyism in areas where new homes are needed most...”
(24dash: http:/ /bit.ly/fup9yl ).

Social housing.  Housing Minister Grant Shapps called on housing associations, housebuilders

and developers to take advantage of the Affordable Rent programme which will allow landlords to

offer homes to new tenants at up to 80% of local market rate, with the extra revenue to be
invested in new homes (CLG:  http://bit.ly/fVLEtM ). The NHF published analysis showing that
affordable home building would fall by 54% in the north east, 53% in Yorkshire and th e Humber,
and 44% in the midlands but rise by 11% in London (FT: http://on.ft.com/h9XBnN ). Housing
minister Grant Shapps, no friend of the NHF, hit back a letter to the Financial Times, saying: “the
National Housing Federation is once again true to form with its cynical posturing on the future of
housing supply” (CLG:  http://bit.ly/gmTsFA ). The Homes and Communities Agency published
details of its new Affordable Homes Programme o finvestment, and invited Registered Providers to
put forward proposals for £2.2bn of funding (Planning Portal: http://bit.ly/dMEFy5 ).

Housing building still stalled. Planning approvals for houses during 2010 were 4% u p on the
previous year but around 40% below pre -recession levels, according to the second Housing
Pipeline Report from the Home Builders Federation ( http://bit.ly/gxibaG ; Inside Housing:
http://bit.ly/ijrgqo ). Approvals remained becalmed in the South East. Social housing approvals

rose from 6,100 during the second quarter of 2009 to 13,700 during the first three months of last

year, falling back sharply to a new low of 5,500 during the final quarter of 2010.
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(Green = England. Red = South East. Source: HBF)
Decent homes. Slough Council has found 2,500 squalid outhouses at the back of houses; 90 of
the ‘sheds with beds’ were occup ied, or capable of being so (Inside Housing: http://bit.ly/earCj0 ).

Around the South East. The Barton Farm public inquiry got underway as Cala Homes bids to

build 2,000 houses outside Winchester (BBC: http://bbc.in/dFfQkG ). Eric Pickles granted outline
planning permission to the North East Sector development of 1,900 homes in the north of

Crawley, West Sussex, ending a 13 year planning battle (Tl Sussex: http://bit.ly/e Fw35h ).
Defence Estates have appointed Grainger plc as the developer for approximately 4,500 homes on
surplus military land in Aldershot, Hampshire (Planning Portal: http://bit.ly/fCtUcl ).

17. Landscape and Environment

Nature Reserves willl not be sold. Environment Secretary Caroline Spelman scrapped plans to
dispose of publicly -owned national nature reserves. Amid confusion on the government’s position,
she said: “Ministers have deci ded that the National Nature Reserves will remain in public
ownership” (Telegraph: http://tinyurl.com/5v8a6rh ).

New Forest. Falling numbers of young commoners owning cattle in the New Forest could threaten
the f uture of the landscape, Natural England warned (BBC: http://tinyurl.com/5tu7qov ).

Uplands . Cuts to staff numbers at Natural England of 30% could mean the loss of crucial advice
to help upland farmers convert from Environmentally Sensitive Area agreements into Higher Level
Stewardship during 2012  -14 (FWI: http://bit.ly/eZN6GD ).
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Campaign for the Farmed Environment. In an open letter, farm minister Jim Paice said more
farmers mu st support the Campaign for the Farmed Environment, otherwise compulsory

measures will be considered. The CFE, which covers England only, was set up 15 months ago as a
voluntary alternative to a compulsory set -aside replacement (FWI: http://tinyurl.com/69bugzu ).

Litter . Bill Bryson has launched a bid to clean up litter along England’s railway lines using Litter
Abatement Orders. Bryson, who the Daily Express tells us is 59, will be seeking an LAO against

Network Rail “for continually failing to clear up rubbish along tracks in Cambridgeshire” (Express:
http://bit.ly/i11Kt0 ; Guardian: http://bit.ly/fOwun6 ; Kent News: http://bit.ly/hGXxOe ). Areport
to Defra suggests that using disposable carrier bags four times uses less carbon than reusable

cotton bags. A report does not consider the litter and landfill aspects of disposable carrier bags
(http://bit.ly/hvUftv ).

Clutter . The Thame District of CPRE Oxfordshire responded angrily to South Oxfordshire’s
decision on 14 February to continue with advertising on roundabouts in contravention of its own
policies. Michael Tyce said: “In a St Valentine’s Day Massacre the District Council has blown away
its own policies to protect the environment, the concept of localism, road safety, and the interest

of taxpayers in getting the best deal” (Thame News: http://bit.ly/h8Nd3w ).

Heritage . English Heritage and allied groups have launched an initiative to combat heritage crime
(http://ftinyurl.com/5ru7847 ).

18. Farming and Food

Industrial farming . Plans to build a large, intensive, indoor dairy unit with 3,770 cows in

Lincolnshire have been withdrawn by the developers. Nocton Dairies cited objections from the
Environment Agency as the “sole reason” for withdrawing their application for the developm ent
but the proposals met with widespread opposition from green and ethical groups. Campaigners

now hope separate and unrelated plans will be withdrawn for a 2500 -sow pig unit planned by
Midland Pig Producers in Derbyshire. The NFU expressed disappointment saying: “Nocton was an
imaginative and innovative proposal” (FWI: http://bit.ly/fJA05B ; http://bit.ly/elUZIw ; Daily Mail:
http://bit.ly/h2V5A7 ). The Soil Association has launched a “not in my banger” campaign to

oppose industrial pig farming ( http://bit.ly/nimbang ).

Supermarkets . The Environmental Investment Organisation published a carbon ranking for the
UK'’s top 100 companies. Tesco is ranked 21; Sainsbury’s 48; Morrison’s 53. American owned
Asda is not listed ( http://bit.ly/fEpJmi ). Share of the supermarket sector: Tesco: 30.5%; Asda:
16.9%; Sainsbury’s: 16.6%; Morr  isons: 12.4% (BBC: http://bbc.infevPcDM ).

Town centre  vacancy rates climbed to 14.5% at the end of 2010 from 12% a year earlier,
according to the Local Data Company, which says that shops and shoppers are being hit by
structural changes that threaten the future of the high street (Guardian: http://bit.ly/ehHUIM ).

19. Energy and Climate Change

FITs. Energy Secretary Chris Huhne launched a review of the Feed in Tariffs (FI Ts) scheme, after
worries that large scale solar farms could soak up money intended for small schemes. The review,

to report this summer, will look at whether solar projects over 50KW should receive payments. A

wider review of all FITs will report at the e nd of the year (DECC: http://bit.ly/g1527R ; Telegraph:
http://j.mp/euYOlk ). The solar industry has launched two campaigns to persuade the

government to continue to back the technolog y (Guardian: http://bit.ly/gyEXZt ).

Wind . Energy Minister Charles Hendry reiterated the government’s support for wind power saying

that it needs to have “more democratic legitimacy” and signalling new partnerships wit h
communities. “At present, too often a community can see what it will lose by having a wind farm

in its midst, but it cannot see what it gains.” He promised to review funding mechanisms for wind

power to ensure that subsidies do not make it attractive to put wind farms in unsuitable locations

and suggested subsidies for onshore wind could be reduced (DECC: http://tinyurl.com/5szaa6b ).
Marshland in the south and east of Sheppey would be a good home to wind farms, a report for
Swale Council said. Protect Kent's Hilary Newport said: “We are broadly in favour of renewable

energy where it is appropriate but there is a whole swathe of renewable energy. It does not begin
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and end with wind energy” (Tl Kent: http://bit.ly/fHubSf ). “People are frightened of criticising
windfarms. It is politically incorrect to do so... Even the CPRE decided at one stage that the
‘industrialisation of the countryside’ was acceptable.” South Northamptonshi re landowner
Alexander Chancellor looks forward to English Heritage and CPRE objecting to a wind farm
bordering his historic property (Guardian: http://tinyurl.com/6ektyf3 ).

Windfarm incentives. A joint initiativ e by the Department for Energy and Climate Change and
Renewable UK means that windfarms could bring communities an average £20,000 a year
(£400,000 over the life of a typical windfarm). The protocol gives a commitment to pay £1,000 per
megawatt (MW) of ins talled capacity each year for the lifetime of a wind farm whose average
output is expected to be 20MW (Planning Portal: http://bit.ly/eFiLjp ; Protocol:
http://bit.ly/windbribes ). The Renewable Energy Foundation said the payment, just 0.5% of the
annual income of the average wind farm, was not enough and the plan was unlikely to be
persuasive. The Industrial Wind Action Group said: “Turbines must be placed where they will do

no h arm... Otherwise the money is nothing more than a bribe and should be declined in” (BBC:
http://bbc.in/iTWyXY ; RUK: http://bit.ly/fd21d1 ). Wind farm opponents in Northamptonshire
rejected incentives (Chronicle & Echo: http://tinyurl.com/6y7587m ). A spokesman for the
National Association of Wind farm Action Groups said communities not be “bribed” (Telegraph:
http://tinyurl.com/6fxfhcn ).

Solar. Cornwall has approved five solar farms and has 19 applications in progress. Council
officers complain the review of FITs will undermine investment (LocalGov: http://bit.ly  /fYpUlw ).

Nuclear. Underwater nuclear power stations could soon be built on the French side of the English
Channel (Ecologist:  http://bit.ly/nNGm13 ).

Incinerators . Eric Pickles approved a 300,000 -tonne annual capaci ty incinerator at Ardley Fields
near Bicester, Oxfordshire. He also allowed the company’s request to be allowed to consume waste

from outside Oxfordshire. Waste company Viridor says the scheme will keep 95% of waste from

landfill and supply up to 24MW of e lectricity (Oxford Mail:  http://bit.ly/gwchqu ; Lets Recycle:
http://bit.ly/ieiCaz ; Decision letter and report: http://bit.ly/ilmEHa ). Waste fi rm Grundon
lobbied the communities and local government select committee for changes to the Localism Bill

to support incinerators, such as the one it wishes to build in Chieveley, Berkshire. It said

authorities in the South East, such as West Berkshire Cou ncil, cannot be relied upon to work

with other councils to ensure adequate waste provision (Newbury Today: http://bit.ly/gzGby9 ).

20. Transport

High Speed Two . Only 10 properties in England will suffer from e xcessive high noise levels as a
result of HS2, the government claimed. Seventy properties will experience “high noise levels”,

1,400 could need sound -proofing and 24,300 could notice “some increase” in noise. Julian

Smyth -Osbourn of the HS2 Alliance said: “High speed rail is the wrong priority for Britain. This
doesn’t change whether it impacts on one house or 15,000” (FT: http://on.ft.com/fXXtGA ; Daily
Mail: http://bit.ly/fd5LAl ). Prior to the launch of the government consultation on the

controversial line on 28 February, 69 industry and union figures wrote to the Financial Times to

argue that a high speed rail system will boost the British economy (Rail News:

http://bit.ly/ieZUEq ). HS2 risks becoming a self -defeating strategy, increasing congestion,
causing steeper fares and leaving the country’s network downgraded, the Campaign for Better
Transport warned (BFP:  http://bit.ly/gGLoEH ). Thirteen county and district councils have joined
forces to fight HS2. They are: Aylesbury Vale, Buckinghamshire, Cherwell, Chiltern, Hillingdon,

Lichfield, North Warwickshire, South Buckinghamshire, South Northants, Stratfor d-on-Avon,
Warwick, Warwickshire and Wycombe (Bucks Advertiser: http://bit.ly/gcczlj ). A Taxpayers
Alliance report said HS2 was a waste of taxpayers’ money (Rail News: http:// tinyurl.com/62peldg ;

BFP: http://bit.ly/i2IHH1 ). Protesters meeting at Stoneleigh Park described HS2 as a “vanity
project” (Express: http://bit.ly/fIBXRK ).
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Lydd airport inquiry. The public inquiry into the expansion of Lydd Airport has begun. Protect
Kent is working with RSPB, Kent Wildlife Trust, Natural England and the Lydd Airport Action

Group (Protect Kent:  http://bit.ly/dJ4Uwp ; Independ ent: http://ind.pn/fLyxrJ ). CPRE Protect
Kent's chairman Richard Know  -Johnston said it is imperative that the proposals are thrown out:
“The proposal to extend the Lydd Airport is most damaging to this beautiful area o f countryside.

We have a duty to the public of Kent to ensure that the tranquillity of the Romney Marshes is
preserved” (Kent News: http://bit.ly/ijjWsB ). Official estimates of the risk that planes will crash
into nucl ear plants and release radioactivity could underestimate the actual risk by 20%

according to evidence to the inquiry (Guardian: http://bit.ly/glhSfg ).

Aviation. Ministers have agreed to allow more flights from Farnboro ugh airport despite the
proposal conflicting with the development plan and the extra noise caused (Planning Portal:
http://bit.ly/e Hkbk9 ). Plane Stupid campaigners against expansion of Manchester airport

promised more direct action after being fined for a previous protest (Edie: http://bit.ly/eZtqgz ;
Guardian: http://bit.ly/exj3BU ).

Rail. Oxfordshire needs an East -West railway if it is to achie  ve its ambition to create 100,000
more jobs and 100,000 more homes, according to the Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership
(Witney Gazette: http://tinyurl.com/6jwruoe ).

Buses. According to the Campaign for Bet  ter Transport, 70% of local authorities plan major cuts
to their bus budgets, with some planning to cut all their supported bus services and 14 councils
cutting support by more than £1m (Edie: http://bit.ly/dNWUJY ; CBT : http://bit.ly/ghaVog).

Roads. Protect Kent said widespread disruption caused by Operation Stack could be tackled by
building a lorry park at the Port of Dover on reclaimed land from the sea. CPRE Kent director Dr
Hilary Newport said: “Our solution for th e disruption caused by Operation Stack would be to
reconsider the contribution of the Port of Dover itself to the growing amount of freight traffic on
Kent's roads, and its responsibility for the congestion that is caused periodically” (Kent Online:
http://tinyurl.com/5wxpd76 ; Protect Kent:  http://bit.ly/gNDZlh ).

21. Rural Communities

Fuel costs . David Cameron hinted that he will bring in a fuel stabiliser to halt t he burden of
petrol price rises on motorists (Telegraph: http://tinyurl.com/4uy6j84 ). CPRE’s Shaun Spiers was
amongst those calling for higher fuel costs and for the government to stand firm on the planned

fuel -tax increases in a letter to the Guardian ( http://tinyurl.com/67pjota ). “Politically and
economically it does not make sense for a government to use taxpayers’ money to compensate one

group of people for an ongoin g global price trend” (Green Alliance: http://bit.ly/er9R1b ). In
growing signs that high fuel costs are undermining rural life and services, volunteer hospital

drivers in Sussex can no longer afford to operate, and ent ries to equestrian shows are falling
(Argus: http://tinyurl.com/6cqwnar ; Horse & Hounds:  http://tinyurl.com/65d9Is6 ). MPs are
calling for a rural fuel duty discount for English countryside (BBC:  http://bbc.in/gPgMrQ ).

Fuel poverty.  The UK Public Health Association said the system for calculating domestic fuel bills
in the UK is contributing to thousands of deaths each winter (BBC: http://tinyurl.com/6xffs9f ).

Social Enterprise. Rural social enterprises are helping plug the gap left by the decline of

traditional agriculture, and, as in urban areas, the gaping hole from withdrawal of public s ervices
and the closure of private business. “This is definitely the time for rural social enterprise,”

Charlotte Hollins says. “When enough people in a community come together, the sky really is the

limit” (Guardian:  http://bit.ly/gyp22J ).

Big Society. The Public Administration Select Committee has launched an inquiry on the

government’s flagship policy to promote the Big Society ( http://bit.ly/gL6zVQ ).

Pubs. MP Greg Mulholland t  old the House of Commons that a community consultation should be
undertaken each time a pub closes and faces demolition or change of use. He also called for a six
month moratorium to see if other people want to take on the pub (Morning Advertiser:
http://bit.ly/g1DxK4 ; Hansard: http://bit.ly/eEKSvW ).
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22. Campaigning

Edward Dawson , South East Regional Director, has taken redundancy after a distinguished ten

year career wi th CPRE. Before becoming an employee, Edward was a CPRE volunteer for many
years, including a period as Chair of CPRE Hampshire. Shaun Spiers said: “I would like to thank
Edward for his service to CPRE and wish him well in the future”. Edward’s last day wi th CPRE
will be 28 February. He will then set up as a freelance consultant and can be contacted at
edawson@postmaster.co.uk

Campaign against Nocton dairy. Much can be learned from the tactics employed by a nimal
welfare campaigners against Britain’s first super -dairy, says Farmers Weekly (FWI:
http://bit.ly/ictSzW ).

The Planning and Climate Change Coalition , @ cross -sector coalition of over 40 organisations —
including pl anners, local authorities, developers and environmental organisations (and CPRE) —
has won a RTPI award for its contribution to planning (24dash: http://tinyurl.com/62pcqvz ).

New Media. Communities Secretary, Eric ~ Pickles said councils should open up their meetings to
bloggers, tweeters and modern media (LocalGov: http://bit.ly/gt4Qql ).

23. And Finally... A Bit of Localism Bill Fun
The word map below is a Wordle ( http://www.wordle.net/ ), which shows the frequency of

significant words used in sessions of the Public Bill Committee. Parliamentary language (for
example, Honourable Gentleman) and the name of the bill are excluded.
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