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Planning  
South East Plan.  Oxford City has delayed its Core Strategy, including plans for the Northern 
Gateway business area north of Oxford and 1,000 new homes to the east. This follows CPRE 
Oxon's successful legal challenge to South East Plan proposals for 4,000 homes on land south 
of Grenoble Road. Alan Jones, chairman of Oxfordshire CPRE said: "We were delighted that our 
legal challenge succeeded and the threat to the Green Belt has been averted – for now. It's clear 
that the city should not be allowed to press on with its expansion plans and that the growth of the 
city needs a radical re-think" (Oxford Mail:  http://tinyurl.com/y85t3z4 ). In  Surrey, an eco-village 
on Dunsfold Park was rejected because it did not comply with the South East Plan (Planning – 
summary of reasons:http://tinyurl.com/yktuws8 ; see also below). 
Conservative policy . Shadow Housing Minister Grant Shapps told the Tory conference: "We will 
be a pro-development government. Development isn't a dirty word." Shapps promised legislation 
on planning in the first Queen's speech if the Tories win the election, possibly called the Local 
Government Housing and Planning Bill. He also announced the idea of 'open source planning'. 
Under the proposal councils would produce a local development plan, publish it online, then the 
local community would look at it, shape it and have input into it. "Open source planning is a little 
bit like the i -phone: you can download apps that bring great ideas that take it further than the 
inventors ever imagined" he said. Shapps maintained that community-led plans would make it 
easier for good schemes to get planning permission. Shadow communities minister Stewart 
Jackson said that policy between local and national levels will be introduced. "The planning paper 
will be pretty radical. RSSs will be gone within a week. What replaces them might take a bit 
longer". The replacement may include a return to county structure plans (Inside 
Housing: http://tinyurl.com/yj8sm7r ;http://tinyurl.com/ykzugvs ; 
Planning: http://tinyurl.com/ygoovvh ; http://tinyurl.com/yjdvo79 ). 
Infrastructure Planning Commission.  Chairman Sir Michael Pitt has said the IPC, which 
started operating on 1 October, has hit the ground ru nning. He has stressed its independence and 
transparency. It will publish advice on its website as well as posting regular updates of projects. It 
has a budget of £6.7m for its first year (Planning Portal:  http://t inyurl.com/ylacfky; IPC 
website:http://infrastructure.independent.gov.uk/ ). Pitt insists that the new regime will actually 
give people "better engagement" as well as being quicker 
(Telegraph: http://tinyurl.com/ylx4aze ). He also said that the "impending retirement crisis" of 
several coal-fired and nuclear power stations may create the sense of urgency needed to win 
round critics. "The obvious priority is ar ound energy. We have been too slow, not just around 
approvals for renewables and new nuclear but also to upgrade the national grid. Then in terms of 
rail you've only got to compare our network with European countries to see that we're dragging 
behind in relation to other high -speed rail services" (Telegraph: http://tinyurl.com/yg4flxn ). CPRE 
laid down four tests by which to assess the effectiveness of the IPC. CPRE is calling on it to be: 
an environmental champion – to say no to major infrastructure schemes where they will cause 
unacceptable environmental damage or reduce ability to tackle climate change; an independent 
judge – free of influence by developer interests and prepared to question Government policy; 
a defender of democracy – to ensure that communities and civil society groups can have a 
meaningful role at planning inquiries by questioning developers directly and having the resources 
to make a strong case; and anefficient decision-maker in dealing with its  workload 
(http://tinyurl.com/ykjm3uh ). Friends of the Earth said: "The IPC is an unelected, undemocratic 
body - the new Commissioners aren't directly accountable to the people their decisions will affect. 
It's go ing to be very difficult for local people to get their voices heard" 
(FoE: http://tinyurl.com/yfaywyk ). The chairman of the National Trust Simon Jenkins launched a 
withering attack on the planning system, deriding  government reforms as "endless messing 
about", condemning them for removing the "final decision over almost all planning matters from 
local government" (Planning: http://tinyurl.com/ykvuqy7 ). 



Eco towns . Protesters are planning a wave of action in a bid to stop a 5,000 -home eco-town on 
farmland northwest of Bicester being built (Oxford Mail:  http://tinyurl.com/yl24tvo ). Communities 
and Local Government has begun consulting on the detailed definition and characteristics of the 
planned eco-quarters it wants to establish in the Thames Gateway (Planning 
Portal: http://tinyurl.com/ykm6qpg ). "Ecotowns are a blind alley… the most environmentally 
friendly places to live are big cities" (Simon Jenkins in the Guardian:http://tinyurl.com/yfls6tc ). 
LDFs. Five years after the introduction of the LDF regime less than 20% of planning authorities 
have completed their Core Strategies. TCPA chief executive Gideon Amos said: "Recurring themes 
included the complexity of the system, consultation fatigue and a confusing range of documents in 
a system too often alien to the public (Planning Portal:  http://tinyurl.com/yhlvack ). 
PPS15: Heritage.  Proposed government changes to the PPS downgrade protection for heritage 
buildings and conservation areas in order to "benefit developers" and "reduce the number of 
applications for planning permission rejected on heritage grounds", Martin Willey, the RTPI's 
president, said. "This could prove to be a charter for people who want to knock buildings down. 
This new guidance assumes that heritage stands in the way of development and economic 
recovery, which is patently untrue. Historic buildings and places are an asset, not a burden". The 
Civic Society Initiative said "there is a high level of disquiet" about the draft PPS15 and "a 
widespread conviction" that government assurance on protecting the historic environment will not 
be borne out. National Trust spokeswoman Olivia Morris said: "We are concerned about the 
resource implications of planning decisions based on significance 
(Telegraph:http://tin yurl.com/yf3zvxx; 
Planning: http://tinyurl.com/yjnq3yb ; http://tinyurl.com/yfswhz5 ).   

Housing  
Affordable housing.  The National Housing Association is calling on MPs to sign its EDM calling 
for every rural ward to be assessed for housing need and covered by an action plan to address 
that need every three years. Only 85 MPs have signed so far (Parliament: 
http://tinyurl.com/ykkowpm ; mail your MP: http://tinyurl.com/rahedm ). 
South East.  Councillors are opposing a 520 home development at Polegate, which would be 
clearly visible abutting an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and would be visible from the South 
Downs National Park (Hastings Observer: http://tinyurl.com/yjnj4qk ). The rejection of plans for 
2,600 green homes at Dunsfold Park has sparked a war of words between the developers, local 
politicians and environmental groups. Andy Smith, of CPRE Surrey, said "Faced by the developers' 
legal team and their many allies and supporters, we sometimes felt like David fighting Goliath. But 
in the end it was worth the fight. The planning inspector's report  made clear that the development 
was unsustainable in transport terms, and that building a new town in a rural area conflicted with 
local, regional and national policy." But Friends of the Earth, argued: "Tackling climate change 
should be the top priority of the Planning Inspectorate, so it is outrageous that this carbon -zero 
development was refused permission" (Get Surrey: http://tinyurl.com/yhxdp9f ). 

Landscapes and Environment  
"No Charge? Valuing the Natural Envi ronment".  Natural England published a report showing 
that investment in the natural environment is critical to long term economic prosperity and that 
natural services provide a highly cost effective solution to growing problems like flood and coastal  
defence, carbon emissions and the preservation of soil, water and air quality. The report reveals 
how a century of economic innovation and growth has delivered unprecedented prosperity, but 
has damaged many of the natural systems on which that prosperity ultima tely depends. And with 
climate change projections now suggesting that peak summer temperatures in the UK may rise by 
as much as 5.4°C within 50 years, a purely technological approach is unlikely to deliver affordable 
solutions to the multiple challenges we face in the 21st century (NE:  http://tinyurl.com/yas9l3s ; 
Report: http://tinyurl.com/y9atfw4 ). 
2026 Vision.  Nick Crane, Vice President of CPRE wrote in the Yorkshire Post: "CPRE's Vision for 
the Countryside is – seen from the year 2009 – a very remote place. Can modern Britons be 
persuaded to retreat from consumerism? These are magnificent goals. They are worthy of total 



commitment. Vision for the Countryside gives us the ultimate destination, but reaching it will 
depend on where we're headed each morning" (http://tinyurl.com/craneyp ). 
Urban tranquillity.  CPRE is to extend its tranquillity mapping to urban areas. "Everyone needs 
somewhere to escape to and recharge their batteries, and arguably it's even more important in the 
city because people do get stressed by the busyness," said CPRE's Graeme Willis. The tranquillity 
mapping project, which previously rated  Slough as the least tranquil town in the country, is being 
extended into urban areas. Researchers at the University of Bradford are creating a list of features 
that maximise tranquillity in urban areas, including fewer straight lines, plenty of greenery, less 
mechanical noise but more birdsong and ‘an element of mystery’ to draw in our attention (The 
Times: http://tinyurl.com/yf9f6x2 ). Speaking at the Tranquil Spaces conference in London, Boris 
Johnson called for more tranquil spaces to provide an escape from the noise of the city. Bill Bryson 
said: "London has some wonderful green spaces and it's vital for mind and body refreshment that 
we keep and enhance our tranquil places" (Standard: http:/ /tinyurl.com/ygsg775 ). 
Rural tranquillity.  Government ministers rejected calls for air flights over sensitive areas to be 
limited because "tranquillity is a subjective quality and as such can mean different things to 
different people – what may be seen as intrusion by one may be acceptable to another. Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and National Parks are afforded certain statutory protection this does 
not extend to precluding over flight by aircraft" (Telegraph:  http://tinyurl.com/yj2v285 ). The 
rugged wilderness of Galloway Forest Park in southern Scotland is to become Europe's first official 
dark sky park (Guardian: http://tinyurl.com/darkpark ). 
Green space.  Planners have called on the government to clarify its guidance on development 
around major sporting stadia and training grounds located in the green belt 
(Planning: http://tinyurl.com/ylsn25o ). A series of 'urban greening' schemes featuring river 
restoration, green roofs and walls, street tree planting and sustainable flood risk management are 
needed if London is to adapt to climate change, according to research published by the London 
Climate Change Partnership (Planning: http://tinyurl.com/yh8dxcl ). 
"Enhance the Countryside in Your Parish".  CPRE Hampshire is organising a seminar designed 
to help parish councillors in their work to enhance local countryside. It will cover Landsca pe 
Character Assessments, shared space and reduction of roadside signage, local litter campaigns, 
and CPRE Hampshire's Countryside and Design Awards, as well as offering a planning workshop to 
work through current concerns (Hampshire Chronicle: http://tinyurl.com/yjoanr8 ). 
Surrey  landscape protected from quarrying.  Surrey County Council has acted to protect the 
landscapes in the latest Minerals Plan by taking out sites in locations judged to be Areas of Great 
Landscape Value (AGLV). The AGLV provides a buffer to the Surrey Hills AONB to protect its 
setting (RRH Life: http://tinyurl.com/ygyd2on ). 
The Wild Bird Populations  2008 Report said the 'all bird species' index for the UK (114 species) 
up by 3% from 1970 to 2008. The breeding farmland birds index showed a 1% increase between 
2007 and 2008, but was 47% lower in 2008 than its 1970 level. The breeding woodland birds 
index showed a 7% increase in woodland bird populations between 2007 and 2008; 14% lower 
than its 1970 level (Defra: http://tinyurl.com/ygl8jpq ). 

Climate Change  
Recycling.  Research by FoE reveals that if material currently landfilled or incinerated was recycled 
instead, it would slash emissions, reduce the need to import materials from abroad, and create 
new UK green jobs (FoE: http://tinyurl.com/ykfzwvr ). Many local authorities are likely to miss EU 
targets to reduce landfill, l eading to heavy fines (Ecologist: http://tinyurl.com/yffb7z5 ). 
'Remember. Reduce. Reuse. Recycle' is the revised slogan for the government's latest waste 
campaign (Defra: http://tinyurl.com/yzunp6d ). 
Incineration.  Oxfordshire County Council has rejected two proposed incinerators at Ardley and 
Sutton Courtenay, despite planning officers' recommendations that both should be approved. 
Officers said the building incinerators at these sites would conflict with countryside policies, but the 
damage would be outweighed by benefits. Councillors were "not persuaded that the need for a 



facility on this scale to divert waste from landfill is sufficient to outweigh the effects of the 
proposal on the countryside in this locality" (Planning: http://tinyurl.com/ygoa75p ). CPRE 
Oxfordshire said it is concerned that the Ardley incinerator will seriously damage the local 
environment and have major impacts on the local transport network (Thame 
News: http://tinyurl.com/yzz9dvm ). 

Energy  
Kingsnorth replacement "abandoned".  E.ON announced that it has delayed plans to build a 
new 1940MW coal-fired power station at Kin gsnorth in Kent, blaming the global recession. The 
plant was due to be operation in 2012 at the earliest and would later be retro -fitted with carbon 
capture and storage technology. Environmentalists believe that the plant will not now be built. The 
government said the plant was still in the competition for EU funding for CCS but press reports 
before E.ON's announcement suggested that a rival plant at Hatfield was likely to win the funding. 
Chairman of Protect Kent, Richard Knox-Johnston said: "This news comes as a victory for 
Protect Kent as we have continually campaigned against the plans for a new coal fired plant at 
Kingsnorth". E.ON has not, however, withdrawn its application for planning permission 
(NEF: http:// tinyurl.com/yzr5678; CPRE Kent: http://tinyurl.com/yk4aepu ; 
Planning:http://tinyurl.com/ykgpfep ). 
Coal.  UK Coal has won its appeal over proposals to mine 900,000 tonnes of coal on land west 
of Telford. Vivian Hancock of CPRE Shropshire said: "This decision is shocking. The damage the 
open cast mine will cause to the Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty is 
unacceptable. There is a danger that this decision has opened the doors for anyone who wants to 
nibble away at Shropshire's protected landscapes" (CPRE 
Shropshire: http://tinyurl.com/yfppgcz ). In Northumberland, CPRE offered advice to villagers 
opposing an open cast coal mine at Whittonstall near the River Tyne (Hexham 
Courant: http://tinyurl.com/yfdxj2u ). 
Conservative policy.  The shadow energy secretary Greg Clark promised to immediately 
authorise the deployment of 5GW of clean coal capacity, accelerate the deployment of renewable 
energy and mandate the National grid to extend its network offshore. Every household would also 
be offered a Green Deal to allow them to immediately invest in energy saving technologies in their 
homes (NEF:http://tinyurl.com/yhcdb6c ). 
Renewables.  Britain is at risk of losing its position as the market leader of the marine renewables 
industry unless the government increases funding, the British Wind Energy Association said 
(NEF: http://tinyurl.com/ygg26et ). The CBI complained that the government is subsidising 
renewable energy at the expense of nuclear power (NEF: http://tin yurl.com/ygtufj6 ). Ofgem 
published a review of Britain's energy supplies and warned of problems with meeting renewable 
energy targets while maintaining supply. Retirements of older nuclear plant and closures of coal 
and oil plant by the end of 2015 under European environmental legislation could pose a threat to 
security of supply it said. Reliance on renewables, particularly, wind, could lead to problems of 
intermittency that may need to be mitigated with imported electricity 
(NEF: http://tinyurl.com/yjw48cs ; Ofgem:  http://tinyurl.com/ylkqc5r ). 
Wind.  Local authorities approved just 25% of wind farm applications this year, compared with 
63% approved in 2007. The British Wind Energy Association blamed Nimby attitudes 
(Planning: http://tinyurl.com/ylpettt ). Wind turbines pose less of a risk to farmland birds than 
previously thought, a study has concluded. A team of UK scientists said their research showed that 
building new wind farms on European farmland would not adversely affect bird populations 
(BBC: http://tinyurl.com/3kry8u ). However, a second study conducted across 12 operating upland 
wind farms in the  UK suggests that numbers of several breeding birds of high conservation 
concern are reduced close to wind turbines (Wildlife Extra: http://tinyurl.com/yjwez9j ). The Crown 
Estate, the body responsible for licensing offshore wind farms, is to announce the third and most 
ambitious round of licensing by the end of next month, with the first turbines entering the water 
by 2014 (Telegraph: http://tinyurl.com/yjg383 z). 



Bioenergy.  National Grid believes that up to half the  UK's homes could be heated with renewably 
generated 'biogas' derived from food waste. The grid operator proposes a series of Urban Energy 
Centres to process separated food and household waste (Ecologist: 
http://tinyurl.com/yhxdvdt ; Report: http://tinyurl.com/yk7xfaj ). Using rubbish as a source of 
biofuels could cut emissions by 80%, researchers say (EE: http://tinyurl.com/ykft56s ). 
Severn  Barrage.  A government minister suggested that any decision on the barrage scheme will 
be delayed. "We actually think it might be better to come back in a few years' time when one of 
the embryonic technologies may... be more developed and then we can judge them" 
(Planning: http://tinyurl.com/yknxujn ). 

Transport  
KIG.  A French firm has been accused of abusing the planning process to push the £400million 
road-rail interchange on farmland next to an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in  Kent. 
Protect Kent has described the scheme as an "horrendous proposal" and "an abomination" 
(Sunday Express: http://tinyurl.com /yhotj4z ). Shadow Environment Minister Nick Herbert pledged 
to give local people a say in planning and to abolish the IPC at a well attended anti -KIG meeting. 
Richard Knox-Johnston, chairman of Protect Kent said: "I am pleased that all the speakers 
condemned the IPC, which greatly reduces the opportunity for local people to have a say in 
applications such as this" (Protect Kent: http://tinyurl.com/yzhpdcu ; Kent 
News: http: //tinyurl.com/yfxpcsj ). 
Conservative policy.  CPRE welcomed Conservative for more traffic police and education to 
reduce road deaths. But, it said, more action is needed to make people feel safe and enjoy walking 
and cycling, particularly on rural roads ( http://tinyurl.com/yfmu3jm ). 
Aviation.  Planners debated whether Bristol Airport's bid for expansion should go ahead. Georgie 
Bigg for CPRE said: "We are at a turning point in terms of capacity for the local country side. The 
airport already brings passengers the opportunity to fly anywhere within the world from Bristol, 
what has to be considered is whether you are willing to destroy the quality of life that makes the 
area attractive, or this growth" (This is Bristol:  http://tinyurl.com/yklavzb ). The Conservative Party 
is to include plans to scrap a third runway at  Heathrow Airport in its 2010 Election Manifesto and 
pledged to resist expansion at Gatwick and Stansted. Shadow transport minister Julian Brazier 
said: "We are absolutely firm on our opposition to expansion at Heathrow, Gatwick and Stansted. 
It will definitely be in the manifesto" (Standard:  http://tinyurl.com/ydhdpxb ). Boris Johnson's plan 
to build an airport in the  Thames estuary could be built within 10 years with money from oil -rich 
countries in the Gulf (Standard: http://tinyurl.com/ylb4upk ). 
Rail.  Crossrail will transport more than five million tonnes of excavated earth along the  Thames to 
be reused in landscaping projects (MRW: http://tinyurl.com/yk9sa75 ). 
Roads.  A £20 million high-speed bus route project between Fareham and Gosport in Hampshire is 
being challenged because it will endanger bats and badgers (Planning: http://tinyurl.com/yjt4zhw ). 

Rural Affairs and Food  
Rural Coalition.  A coalition of countryside groups, including CPRE, has called for better internet 
access in rural areas. Their demands include maintaining post offices, reforming planning laws to 
better protect the countryside and supporting village life through providing jobs and better 
services such as fast enough broadband speeds. Matthew Taylor MP, chairman of the coalition, 
said policy needs to change in order to support a modern countryside that can thrive in the 
modern world. "The coalition has come together in the belief that a more sustainable future for all 
rural communit ies is both essential and achievable. It demands a fundamental change of approach 
at both national and local level," he said. "The Rural Coalition is seeking a debate setting this new 
agenda for the countryside to meet the challenges of the 21st century, i n order to present a clear, 
workable policy framework to whoever is in Government after the election" 
(Telegraph: http://tinyurl.com/ykm735e ). 



Broadband.  The South Downs Society launched a campaign to tackle the lamentable provision of 
broadband internet in the South Downs and called British Telecom to take immediate action 
(SDL: http://tinyurl.com/ylap84f ). 
Traditional Markets.  The government is creating a Working Group for Traditional Markets to 
champion and support street, covered and farmers markets. The group will try and increase the 
number of markets, and "work with the industry to see how street markets can also be used to 
encourage healthy eating, flexible working for young parents or a tourist attraction" 
(DCLG:http://tinyurl.com/yh9xops ). 
Supermarkets.  The Competition Commission recommended that a competition test be introduced 
for planning decisions on larger grocery stores. Under the test, the Office of Fair Trading will 
become a statutory consultee on planning applications for grocery store developments involving a 
net sales area in excess of 1,000 square metres with the aim of ensuring consumers have a choice 
of supermarkets (Planning Portal: http://tinyurl.com/yfrof9l ). In a letter to the Guardian, CPRE's 
Oliver Hilliam said the commission should recommend the retention of a strengthened need test to 
ensure the best interests of the wider local economy. If a supermarket is not needed, it should not 
be given permission. If there is a genuine need for a supermarket, it should be compatible with 
the size and character of the town ( http://t inyurl.com/yk9stg9). 
Food.  CPRE welcomed Nick Herbert's announcement that a Tory Government would lead by 
example in the sustainable procurement of food ( http://tinyurl.com/yfdnn5x ). 

Campaigning  
John Venning.  With sadness, we report the death of countryside campaigner John Venning, 
Chairman of CPRE Hampshire. John died October 21 while on holiday in Cornwall with his wife 
Sybil. He was 68. Christopher Napier, national vice chairman of CPRE said: "John's contribution to 
maintaining the beauty of our countryside has been tremendous. He had great charm, and that 
human touch which brings out the best in people and which was invaluable in his achievements in 
his work for CPRE. Among these, the inclusion of the Western Weald in the new South 
Downs National Park." Margaret Paren, vice chair of the South Downs Campaign, said: "His hard 
work and intellect made a huge contribution to what we achieved. His good humour and sense of 
fun saw us through the more difficult times" ( M&P Observer: http://tinyurl.com/ykd5dfh ). 
Congratulations to Protect Kent  which won the Charity category of the KOS Media Business 
Challenge 2009 and was runner up in the Community category (PK: http://tinyurl.com/yh6bewj ). 
Civic societies  want a new national body to champion their cause, research by the Civic Society 
Initiative suggests, but it will cost members of civic societies £3 a year each 
(Planning: http://tinyurl.com/yj7vury ). 

CPRE South East eBulletin  
We hope you find this eBulletin useful. Please forward it to colleagues who you think it may 
interest. Forward eBulletin. If you have been sent this eBulletin and would lik e to sign up to 
receive it direct, you can do so at  http://tinyurl.com/cpreseeb . Want to unsubscribe or change 
your details? 
 
CPRE SE eBulletin is edited by Andy Boddington and its contents do not necessarily reflect the 
views and opinions of CPRE. If you have potential contributions, please email them 
to cprenews@gmail.com. 
 


